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STORY     I 

\  T  a  village  in  Hampfhire,  livetl 
+*  a  very  worthy  gentleman 'of  the 
name  of  Alworthy,  who  devoted  the 
chief  of  his  time  to  the  education  of 
his  children. 

One   morning  he  invited  his  fon 

JEdmond    to  accompany  him   in  a 

B  vvalk 
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walk  to  the  New  Foreft ;  they  flood 
for  fome  time  attentively  watching 
an  old  man  who  was  employed  felling 
one  of  the  largeft  oaks ;  poor  fellow/ 
faid  Edmond,  it  is  a  fad  thing  for 
him  to  be  obliged  to  flave  fo  hard  in 
his  old  age  j  by  no  means,  replied 
Mr.  Alworthy,  whilffc  Providence 
bleffes  him  with  health  5  for  you  fee 
he  has  none  of  the  infirmities  of  old 
age  upon  him  ;  well,  papa,  faid  fid- 
mond,  but  it  is  a  mocking  thing  to 
be  poor  !  the  extreme  of  poverty,-  re- 
plied his  father,  is  doubtlefs  (hock- 
ing ;  but  you  feem  to  have  taken  'up 
a  falfe  idea  upon  the  diftinclions  that 
•Providence  has  allotted  in  fociety. 
A  good  man,  whatever  may  be  hk 

rnisfor- 
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misfortunes  in  life,  can  never  be  com- 
pletely miferable  ;  and  the  rectitude 
of  his  own   heart  will  fupport  him 
through  the  moft  trying  Situations  ! 
there  is,  my  dear  boy,  implanted  in 
our    breads  an  innate  principle    of 
right   and   wrmg,  and  young  as  you 
are,    you   doubtlefs    have    felt    it : 
What  I   mean  is,  that  when  your 
conduct  has  been  praife-worthy,  you 
have  felt  a  degree  of  fatisfaction  in 
your  own  mind  that  told  you,  you 
had   acted  right ;    and    a  feniation 
the  reverfe   of  this,  you    have  ex- 
perienced whenever  you  have  done 
wrong,    and    this  is  what  we  term 
confcience  ;  and  even  allowing  that 
the    woodman,   was    reduced   from 
B  2  affluence, 
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affluence,  to  labour  for  his  daily  fup- 
port,  yet,  if  his  poverty  was  neither 
the  effect  of  extravagance  or  folly, 
he  would  not  be  miferable,  for  his 
mind  would  rife  fuperior  to  the 
difcrefs  of  his  fituation. 

To  every  flation  in  life  Provi- 
dence has  kindly  allotted  a  propor- 
tionate degree  of  happinefs :  and  the 
heart  of  the  peafant  is  as  fufceptable 
of  tendernefs  as  the  heart  of  the 
prince.  Perhaps,  could  we  follow 
the  old  man  to  his  humble  abode, 
we  mould  there  witnefs  a  fcene  that 
might  convince  us,  he  was  rather  an 
object  of  envy  than  pity ;  we  might 
fee  him  blefled  with  a  faithful  partner 

in 
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in  life,  whofe  unwearied  affection  and 
perfevering  induftry,  had  rendered 
her  dearer  to  him  than  when  they 
were  firft  united ;  we  might  fee 
him  furrounded  by  a  numerous  off- 
fpring  of  children  and  grand  children, 
emulous  to  gratify  his  wifhes  !  we 
might  obferve  that  this  man  poffef- 
fed  a  heart  contented  at  its  own  fitua- 
tion,  nor  repined  at  the  fuperiority  of 
his  neighbours ;  and  mail  we  fay  fuch 
a  man  as  this  is  unhappy,  becaufe 
he  is  poor  ?  Oh  no,  papa,  faid  Ed- 
mond,  I  do  not  know  how  it  was, 
but  I  always  thought  poor  people 
muft  be  miferable !  When  ficknefs 
befalls  the  poor,  replied  Mr.  Ai- 
worthy,  they  inftantly  become  object* 
B  3  of 
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of  the  greateft  companion,  and  it 
then  becomes  the  duty  of  the  rich,  not 
only  to  compaffionate  their  fufferings, 
but  relieve  them  ;  for,  I  think  cha- 
rity one  of  the  faireft  of  the  Chriftian 
virtues ;  and  I  am  fure  it  is  one  that 
carries  with  it  its  own  reward,  for  of 
all  the  delightful  fenfations  of  which 
cur  nature  is  capable,  none  is  fo  gra- 
tifying to  a  feeling  mind  as  that  ari- 
£ng  from  the  reflection  of  having  mi- 
tigated the  fufferings  of  a,fellow-crea- 
ture. 

At  this  moment  the  woodman  join- 
ed them;  well  Sir,  faid  he,  I  got 
through  it  mortal  well,  for  an  old 
man,  did  not  I  ?  Why,  my  friend, 

fkid 
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laid  Mr.  Alworthy,  that  arm  of  your's 
has  given  many  a  fturdy  flroke.  Ah, 
lack-a-day,  that  it  has — Why,  pleafe 
your  honour,  I  have  worked  at  this 
bufmefs  five -and -fifty  years,  and  no 
man  ever  faid  Will  Wiggins's  arm 
could  not  lower  the  ftouteft  timber 
-amongfl  them  ;  and  I  hope  I  mall 
down  with  many  another  yet,  Sir,  fqr 
I  don't  delire  to  die,  though  I  am  an 
old  man  ;  for  I  have  got  thofe  about 
me  worth  living  for  :  I  have  got, 
Sir,  a  good  old  dame  for  a  wife,  and 
five  fons,  all  as  worthy  lads  as  e'er  an 
.old  man  was  bleiTed  with  ;  but  pleafe 
your  honour,  what  is  it  o'clock?  for 
.this  is  our  wedding-clay,  and  f  pro- 
mifed  my  old  lady  to  be  at  home  b^ 
B  4  twelve. 
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twelve,  for  fhe  is  got  plum -pudding 
and  baked  beef,  and  my  fons,  their 
•wives,  and  all  their  little  ones,  are  to 
dine  with  us,  and  I  intend  to  dance 
with  my  youngeft  grandchild.  Then 
take  that,  my  honefl  friend,  faid  Mr. 
Alworthy,  putting  five  millings  into 
his  hand,  and  drink  to  the  happy  re- 
turn of  many  a  wedding-day. 

Well  Edmond,  faid  Mr.  Alworthy, 
you  have  now  had  an  opportunity  of 
judging  whether  the  account  I  gave 
you  of  the  bleflings  attendant  upon 
an  humble  fituation,  were  exagge- 
rated; why,  indeed  papa,  Wiggins 
feems  fo  very  happy,  that  I  could  al- 
moft  wifh  I  was  to  be  a  woodman ;  my 

dear 
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dear  boy  remember,  that  the  firft 
ciTential  flep  towards  happinefs,  is 
content.  Whatever  may  be  your 
flation  in  life,  habituate  your  mind 
to  view  it  on  its  fairer!  fide,  nor  ever 
allow  yourfelf  to  think  that  the 
grapes  on  your  neighbours  vine, 
yield  a  richer  flavor  than  thofe  on 
your  own. 

Pray  papa,  faid  Edmond,  looking 
at  the  immenfe  tree  that  Wiggins's 
prowefs  had  levelled  with  the  duft, 
are  not  oaks  the  largefh  trees  that 
grow  ?  No,  replied  Mr.  Alworthy, 
the  oak  finks  as  much  when  com- 
pared with  the  calabafh  tree,  as  a 
ihrub  does  when  compared  to  a  oakj 

it 
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it  is  the  largeil  known  vegetable  pro- 
duction, and  is  a  native  of  Senegal  in 
Africa ;  the  negros  dry  the  bark  and 
leaves  and  then  reduce  them  to  a 
powder,  and  take  it  medicinally  as  a 
preventative  to  the  fever  common  in 
that  couatry. 

Talking  of  medicine,  is  rhubarb  a 
tree  papa  ?  no,  replied  Mr.  Alworthy, 
it  is  a  plant  chiefly  brought  from  the 
.eaftern  part  of  Tartar}7,  but  it  is  the 
root  of  the  plant  that  is  valuable.  I 
think  papa,  faid  Edmond,  I  ihould 
like,  if  you  would  teach  me  botany, 
that  I  might  know  the  ufe  of  every 
vegetable  that  grows  -,  that  would  be 
taking  botany  upon  a  very  large  fcale 

my 
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my  dear   fellow,  though  a  very  hu- 
mane one. 

As  they  were  converfing,  Edmond 
obferved  a  flag  whofe  antlers  had  got 
entangled  in  the  boughs  of  a  tree, 
oh  papa,  faid  he,  do  but  look,  if 
you  had  but  a  gun  we  might  live 
upon  venifon  for  a  week.  It  would 
be  rather  cowardly,  furely  Edmond, 
faid.  Mr.  Al worthy,  to  attack  the 
poor  animal  in  that  helpleis  fituation. 
I  believe  we  mall  feel  more  pleafure 
in  affifting  it  to  regain  its  liberty, 
than  we  fliould  to  fee  it  ftruggling  in 
the  agonies  of  death,  by  the  de- 
flrucYive  power  of  our  fire  arms  ;  and 
therefore  let  us  Jiaflento  difengage  it 

J  never 
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I  never,  continued  Mr.  Alworty,  fee 
thefe  animals  without  its  calling  to 
my  remembrance  the  infinite  good- 
nefs  of  our  Creator  in  forming  an 
animal  of  that  fpecies,  poffefling 
powers  from  which  man  derives  fuch 
eflential  benefits  ;  for,  to  the  Lap- 
lander, the  rain  deer  fupplies  the 
place  of  every  other  ufeful  animal  : 
by  its  food  he  is  fupported,  by  its 
milk  regaled,  with  its  fkin  he  is 
clothed,  and  by  its  fpeed  he  is  tranf- 
ported  with  a  degree  of  fwftnefs  in- 
conceivable over  the  icy  plains.  Well 
papa,  faid  Edmond,  don't  you  think 
the  Laplanders  mufl  a  be  very  mifer- 
able  fet  of  creatures  ?  not  miferable, 
jny  dear  boy,  replied  Mr.  Alworthy, 

but 
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but  pitiable ;  the  extreme  feverity 
of  their  climate,  and  the  hardinefs  of 
their  lives,  joined  to  the  very  few 
comforts  attendant  upon  theirftation, 
mutt  make  every  feeling  mind  com- 
paffionate  fuch  a  Situation.  Yet  you 
are  to  recollect  that  they  never  new 
any  other,  and  thofe  bleilings  we 
have  no  idea  of,  we  can  never  figh 
after!  and  if  the  Laplander  is  incapa- 
ble-<of  refined  pleafures,  reft  allured 
he  has  the  power  of  enjoying  rational 
ones  :  and  whiift  he  poflefTes  a  faith- 
ful wife,  affectionate  children,  and  a 
fmcere  friend,  depend  upon  it  he  can 
never  be  a  miferable  creature.  Why 
papa,  faid  Edmond,  you  talk  as  if 
every  body  was  happy  in  the  world, 

and 
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and  yet  I  have  heard  a  great  deal 
about  the  mifery  of  it ;  no,  Edmond, 
replied  Mr.  Alworthy,  I  mean  not 
to  imprefs  you  with  an  idea  that  we 
are  all  happy,  for  real  happinefs  is 
beyond  the  reach  of  mortality,  and 
fortunate  is  it  for  us,  that  it  is  fo, 
or  we  fhou!d  become  fo  delighted 
with  this  world,  that  we  mould  never 
think  of  another  ;  but  my  dear  boy, 
I  wilh  you  to  be  convinced,  that 
happinefs  neither  confifts  in  riches  or 
honours,  and  that  thofe  people  who 
-appear  moil  to  be  envied,  are  often 
-objects  of  pity.  Well,  papa,  I  don't 
underftand  how  that  can  be ;  fuppofe 
for  example,  I  was  to  loofe  the  affec- 
tion of  your  mother,  that  you  were  to 

.prove 
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prove  undutiful,    and     my     friend 
falfe  ;  yet    thefe  are   all  circiimftan- 
ces   I  could  not  go  and  blazen  forth 
to  the  world  ;  I  mould    flill   have  a 
fine  houfe,  fine  coach,    and  a    good 
eftate,    and  the  world  would   think 
me  a  happy  man  ;  yet  whofe  fituation 
would  be  the  moil  enviable,  mine  or 
the  poor  woodman's,  who  we  faw  this 
morning  ?  why,  papa,  the  woodman's 
a  great  deal,  but  I  hope  none  of  thefe 
mocking  things  will  happen  to  you  ; 
I  am  not  fearful  they  will,    faid  Mr. 
Alworthy,    and   I    only   mentioned 
them  to  prove  toyou  howvery  feldom 
we  can  judge   of  the  happinefs    or 
inifery  of  our  fellow   creatures  from 
^outward  circumftances ;   and  we  are 

all 
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all  fo  differently  formed  by  nature, 
that  thofe  events  of  life,  that  to  one 
man  appear  ferious  evils,  to  another 
are  received  merely  as  a  bitter 
draught,  to  give  a  greater  relifh  to 
the  fweets  that  follow  ;  but  however, 
I  hope  you,  rny  dear  Edmond,  will 
attain  a  degree  of  fortitude  of  mind 
that  will  enable  you  to  bear  the  evils 
that  may  avait  you,  with  compofure 
and  calm  refignation  to  the  will  of 
that  Being  who  decreed  them  ;  for 
reft  affured  none  of  us  are  exempt 
from  trials  of  this  nature ;  at  the 
fame  time  not  only  receive  the  blef- 
fings  that  are  in  ftore  for  you  with 
gratitude,  but  cheerfulnefs,  for  they 
are  given  us  for  our  enjoyment. 

At 
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At  this  moment  they  were  joined 
by  Mrs.  Alworthy  and  her  youngeft 
fon ;  Charles  and  I,  faid  fhe,  really 
thought  you  intended  fpending  the 
day  in  the  foreft,  and  fancying  you 
muft    .have   found   feme-thing  very 
agreeable  here,  we  were  determined 
to  come  and  partake  of  it.     What- 
ever was  the  caufe  that  brought  you, 
faid  Mr.  Alworthy,  the  effe&  is  very 
pleafmg  to  both  Edmond  and  myfelf, 
and  fo  take  my  arm  and  leave  the 
boys    to    their    own   conversion. 
They  had  not  walked  a  great   way, 
when,  the  two  boys  came  running  up 
to  them,  do  papa,  faid  Edmond,  look 
towards  the  fea ;  what  can  occafion 
that  great  fog  to  be  confined  to  one 
C  part 
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part  of  it  ?  oh,  replied  Mr.  Al worthy, 
I  am  very  glad  you  have  had  the  op- 
portunity of  witneffing  the  wonder- 
ful power  of  inftinft  :  that  fog  as  you 
fancied  it,  is  no  other  than  an  im- 
menfe  body  of  the  feathered  race 
winging  their  flight  to  a  milder  re- 
gion ;  the  fwallows,  you  are  to  know, 
are  of  too  delicate  a  nature  to  endure 
the  rigour  of  our  winter,  and  there- 
fore Providence  has  wifely  implanted 
in  their  nature  an  inftinftive  faculty 
that  occafions  them  to  collect  in 
large  bodies  in  the  month  of  Odlober 
and  migrate  to  a  fofter  clime  ;  but  as 
ibon  as  vernal  fun's  enliven  the  face 
of  nature,  thefe  little  wanderers 
again  return,  and  this  generally  hap-r 

pens 
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pens  in  April.  Gome,  faid  Charles, 
I  want  you,  Edmond,  to  help  me 
pick  up  fome  acorns-,  and  away  they 
£>oth  ran  for  that  purpofe  ;  as  they 
were  thus  employed,  they  were  ad- 
'drelTed  by  a  beggar,  a  young  healthy 
looking  man,  dreffed  as  a  foldier, 
who  folicited  charity  ;  he  told  them 
a  pitiable  tale  of  diftrefs,  and  faid, 
he  had  not  eaten  a  morfel  for  eight- 
and-forty  hours>  and  that  he  had  a 
wife  and  children  ftarving  with  hun- 
ger ;  the  boys  inflantly  put  their 
hands  in  their  pockets,  and  between 
them  gave  the  man  four-pence  ;  hea- 
ven reward  your  charity,  faid  the 
man  ;  but  my  dear  young  gentlemen, 
I  fear  my  wife  will  die  for  want  of 
C  2  nou- 
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notirifhment,  (he  has  juft  lain-inf 
and  this  four-pence  will  not  buy 
much  i  oh,  but  we  have  got  a  (hil- 
ling each,  faid  the  children  eagerly, 
there  take  it,  and  run  and  procure 
your  poor  wife  a  little  wine  to  com- 
fort her  ;  the  man  inffantly  turned 
into  a  by-path  and  was  out  of  fight 
in  a  moment ;  foon  after  their  father 
and  mother  joined  them,  and  Mr. 
ALworthy  propofed  returning  home, 
as  he  recollected  an  appointment  he 
had  made  with  a  gentleman,  but 
promifed  them  another  walk  on  .the 
following  morning. 
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next  morning,  as  foon  as 
breakfaft  was  over,  the  two 
boys  repaired  to  the  gardens  to  amufe 
themfelves  with  a  game  at  trap-ball, 
and  was  foon  after  joined  by  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Alworthy ;  well,  faid  the  former,, 
I  have  not  forgotten  my  yeflerday's 
promife,  are  you  inclined  for  a  walk 
this  morning  ?  oh  yes,  papa,  that  we 
are,  replied  the  boys,  and  the  trap 
and  ball  were  inflantly  thrown  afide; 
£  think,  faid  Mr.  Alworthy,  buttoning 
C  3.  his 
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his  coat,  we  are  going  to  have  winter 
at  a  very  early  period,  for  I  proteil  I 
could  bear  my  great  coat ;  why,  faid 
Mrs.  Alworthy,  if  you  talk  of  a  great 
coat  now,  we  muft  procure  you  a  Ruf- 
fian* peliiTe  by  Chriflmas  ;  a  Ruffian 
peiiiTe,  mamma,  what  is  that  ?  faid 
Charles ,  it  is,  my  dear,  returned  his 
mother,  a  large  fur  cloak,  that  the  Ruf- 
fians wrap  themfelves  up  in  to  defend 
themfelves  againft  the  rigours  of  their 
climate,  and  with  this  a  cap,  and 
boots  of  the  fame  materials,  they  are 
proof  againft  its  feverity  ;  but  why, 
mamma,  replied  Charles,  don't  they 
were  hats,  inflead  of  caps  ?  becaufe, 
continued  Mrs.  Alworthy,  the  cold  is 
fo  very  intenfe,  that  if  their  ears' were, 

not 
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not  defended  againft  its  attacks,  thfc 
effect  would  be  dreadful ;  and  it  is  n6 
uncommon  thing  for  them  to  bg 
froft-bitten;  the  mode  of  cure  forthisj 
is  the  rubbing  them  with  fnow,  but 
if  they  came  near  a  fire  a  mortifica- 
tion would  be  the  certain  confe* 
quence  ;  but  in  the  year  feVenteen 
hundred  and  forty,  the  fraft-  was  fo 
veryfevere,  that,atPeter{burgh,  they 
built  an  intire  palace  of  ice,  ancf 
formed  a  rampart,  from  which  they 
fired  feveral  mot  from  cannon  formed 
of  the  fame  materials.  Oh,  replied 
Charles,  I  mould  not  like  to  live  in, 
Rulfia,  they  muft  furely  fit  over  the 
fire  all  day  long ;  very  far  from  it,  faidj 
Mr.  Alworthy,  for  when  Ijwals  there, 
C  >4  which 
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which  happened  in  the  winter  feaforr, 
I  affure   you,    I  partook  of  all  their 
amufements;  I  ufed  to  drive  my  fledge 
upon  the  Neva  with  as  much   bold- 
nefs  as  the  natives,  and  flide    down 
their  ice  hills  with  as  little  regard  to 
the  fafety  of  my  neck;  ice  hills,  papa, 
faid  Edmond,  is  Ruffia   a  very  hilly 
country?  no,  but  the  hills  I  mean  are 
artificial  ones,  formed  upon  the  river 
Neva,  they  are  compofed  of  planks 
raifed  between  thirty  and  forty    feet 
high  and  covered  with  ice.  Thefe  hills 
you  afcend  by  the  help  of  a  ladder,  and 
feating  yourfelf  in  the  fledge,  it  glides 
.down  with  fuch   amazing  velocity* 
that  it  is  often  carried  upwards  of  an 
hundred    yards  forward    upon  the 

plain* 
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plain.  I  think,  papa,  faid  Edmond, 
the  Neva  is  the  largeft  river  in  Eu^ 
rope  ?  no,  the  Volga  is  of  fuperror 
fize,  and  is  very  near  it. 

Pray  papa,  faid  Charles,  is  Peterf- 
burgh  a  very  fine  place  ?  yes,  replied 
Mr.  Alworthy,  I  think  you  would 
call  it  fo,  and  when  we  confider  that 
at  the  beginning  of  this  century  it 
\vas  a  mere  morafs  and  the  habitation 
of  a  few  fifhermen  only,  it  gives  one 
a  fine  idea  of  the  powers  of  art  and 
induflry,  for  the  noblemens  feats  are 
magnificent,  though  upon  the  whole 
not  quite  fo  much  fo  as  thofe  at 
Mofcow.  At  Mofcow  I  was  extremely 
aftoniflied  by  a  gentleman  calling 

upon 


26        EVENING    RECREATIONS* 

upon  me  one  morning  to  invite  me  to 
go  with  him  to  the  houfe-market ; 
the  houfe-market,  papa,  exclaimed 
Charles  ;  yes,  you  are  to  know  that 
the  common  peoples  houfes  are  all 
of  wood,  and  this  market  is  a  perfect 
flreet  formed  of  movable  ones,  which 
in  two  or  three  days  after  the  pur- 
chafe,  is  thoroughly  completed  and 
inhabited. 

Pray  papa,  faid  Edmond.,  were  you 
prefented  to  the  Emprefs,  for  I  heard 
her  court  was  a  very  fplendid  one  ? 
to  give  you  an  exact  idea  of  its  mag- 
nificence is  impoflible,  replied  Mr. 
Alworthy,  the  Emprefs  is  more  richly 
habited  than  you  can  conceive,  and, 

adorned 
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adorned  with  a  crown  of  diamonds ;  (he 
is  preceded  and  followed  by  a  train  of 
courtiers,  who  each  feem  to  vie  with 
the  other  in  fplendour;  but  there 
is  a  moil  beautiful  fpot  where  the 
Emprefs  often  retires  with  a  feleel: 
party  of  her  friends,  calkd  the  Her- 
mitage, and  once  a  week  ihe  gives  a 
private  ball  and  fupper  there,  fervants 
are  wholly  excluded ;  and  the 
various  refrefhments  emerge  through 
trap  doors ;  but  the  Ruffians  in 
general,  though  very  hofpitable,  are 
fond  of  a  difplay  of  orientation ;  and 
the  poor,  are  a  more  dependant  fet 
of  beings  than  you  can  conceive  ;  in 
fliort,  there  cannot  be  a  more  abjecl 
fe't  of  creatures  than  a  Ruffian  pea- 

font. 
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fant.  I  think,  faid  Mrs.  Alworthy, 
upon  the  whole,  the  poor  of  our  own 
country,  are  a  happier  fet  of  beings 
than  in  any  other ;  doubtlefs  they 
are  fo,  replied  Mr.  Alworthy,  and 
the  firft  of  bleffing  is  the  liberty 
they  enjoy;  no  abjed  fervility  is 
here  required,  by  the  matter  from 
his  fervants,hiswants'are  all  fupplied, 
and  his  comforts  attended  too ;  this 
fuErjecT:,  continued  Mrs.  Alworthy, 
reminds  me  of  the  accident  Molly 
has  juft  told  me  happened  to  Thomas 
Downing,  and  if  you  have  no  ob~ 
je&ion,  we  will  walk  and  fee  him  ; 
certainly,  faid  Mr.  Alworthy,  but 
how  did  it  happen  ?  I  hear  that  as 
he  was  gathering  apples  yeiler- 

day 
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day  morning,  he  fell  from  the 
ladder  and  has  broke  his  leg; 
as  they  arrived  at  the  door  of 
the  cottage  they  met  the  furgeon 
coming  out,  and  had  the  fatisfaclion 
of  hearing  that  there  wasno  fymptom 
of  danger  .attending  the  accident; 
he  has  but  little  fever,  faid  the 
furgeon,  but  this,  I  believe,  is  owing 
to  his  being  fo  very  fober  a  man  ; 
for  I  never  faw  him  in  a  public  houfe 
in  my  life.  They  now  entered  the 
room  where  the  -lick  man  was  con- 
fined, every  thing  wore  an  appear- 
ance of  the  greateft  neatnefs,  and  his 
wife,  boilingalittle  barley  water,  was 
fo  very  pretty,  .and  fo  delicately  clean 
in  her  perfon,  that  Edmond  could 

no* 
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riot  help  going  up  to  his  mamma  t& 
beg  me  would  look  at  her.  Why,  my 
poor  fellow,  faid  Mr.  Alworthy, 
foftening  his  voice  and  taking  Tho- 
mas by  the 'hand,  I  am  forry  to  fee 
you  thus  ;  but  however,  have  a  good 
heart,  and  I  don't  doubt  but  I  (hall 
foon  fee  you  able  to  run  and  jump 
with  the  befl  cricket  player  in  the 
village  ;  I  can  bear  pain,  fir,  faid  the 
man,  but  my  poor  Mary  takes  it  fo 
fadly  to  heart,  and  that  is  worfe  than 
all  the  reft,  for  there  fhe  ftands,  and 
(he  knows  I  have  often  told  her,  that 
I  would  walk  ten  miles  after  I  was 
tired  from  work,  rather  than  fee  her 
cry  !  and  now  me  has  done  nothing 
elfe  ever  iince  I  was  brought  home  ! 

and 
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and  I  know  fhe  will  make  herfeif 
fick,  and  God  knows  who  is  to  nurfe 
her !  for  though  fhe  looks  fo  rofy, 
fhe  cannot  knock  a  man  down  as  a 
body  may  fay.  Well,  but  my  good 
tender-hearted  Mary,  laid  Mrs,  Al- 
vvorthy  to  her,  it  is  very  wrong  to 
give  wray  to  your  own  feelings,  at  the 
hazard  of  hurting  your  poorhufband. 
Hurting  him,  madam  !  God  knows, 
I  would  die  to  fave  him  from  pain  ! 
But  when  I  fee  him  lay  there,  and 
think  that  I  may  loofe  him,  I  feel 
almoft  choaked  with  grief,  and  I 
believe  I  fhould  be  quite  fo,  if  I  was 
not  to  cry-;  this  is  all  very  natural, 
my  dear  woman,  continued  Mrs, 
Alworthy,  but  you  fhould  never  dif- 

truft 
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truft  the  providence  of  God;  and 
the  furgeon  tells  me,  that  your  huf- 
band  will  do  very  well  again,  and  we 
will  do  all  we  can  to  make  you 
•comfortable^  you  mall  haveyour  din- 
ner from  our  table  every  day,  and 
u  little  girl  to  nurfe  your  child,  and  I 
will  pay  her,  that  you  may  devote 
your  whole  time  to  your  hufband, 
and  when  I  call  again  in  the  evening, 
I  mall  expect  Thomas,  that  you  will 
give  me  a  good  account  of  her  beha- 
viour ;  faying  this,  Mrs.  Alworthy 
hurried  out  of  the  room,  as  me  faw 
the  poor  creature  was  quite  opprelTed 
by  her  feelings  of  gratitude.  Now 
my  dear  boys,  faid  Mr.  Alworthy,  as 
I  wifh  to  encourage  the  principles  of 

true 
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true  benevolence.  I  think  the  family 
we  have  juft  left,  are,  during  the  511- 
nefs  of  poor  Thomas,  objects  of  real 
charity  :   for  you   know    his  wages 
muft  ceafe  from  the  time  of  the  ac- 
cident, therefore  I  would  advife  you 
to  put  by  a  part  of  your  weekly  allow- 
ance, until   he  recovers,  and   then 
give  it  him   towards  difcharging  his 
furgeon's  account,  and  as  I  know  you 
have  money  in  your  pockets,  fuppofe 
you  let   me   be   your   banker ;    we 
ihould  be  very  happy  to  do  it,  papa, 
faid  the   boys,    but    we  really  arc 
moneylefs,  and  at  the  fame  time  they 
related  the  manner  in  which  they  had 
difpofed  of  it,  I  fliould  be  very  forry, 
replied  Mr.  Alworthy,  to  check  the 
D  emotions 
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emotions  of  humanity  in  the  breaft 
of  youth,  yet  I  cannot  help  thinking 
•the  man  who  was  the  object  of  your 
charity  was  an  impofhire  ;  furely, 
papa,  faid  Edmond,  that  is  judging 
Very  harmly,  and  what  can  be  your 
rcafon  for  it  ?  why,  in  the  firfl  place, 
if  he  had  really  rafted  eight  and'forty 
'hours,  he  would  not  have  flruck  you 
;as  looking  fo  very  healthy,  and  be- 
fides  your  mother's  humanity  is  fo 
extenfive,  that  had  any  poor  creature 
•been  in  the  fituation  he  defcribed 
his  wife,  fome  one  would  have  told 
her,  that  her  diftrefs  might  have 
been  relieved,  had  {he  made  proper 
application. 

At 
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.  At  this  moment  they  were  over- 
taken by  a  party  of  foldiers,  and  the 
identical'objech  of  the  boys  compaf- 
fion,  walking  hand- cuffed  in  the 
mid  ft  of  them,,  uttering  the  moft 
abufive  language  to  thofe  around 
him;  oh,  papa,  laid  Edrnond  eagerly, 
that  is  the  very  man  ;  well,,  replied 
Mr.  Alworthy,  let  this  be  a  caution, 
to  you  to  endeavour  to  (lifting  uifti 
Between  real  and  imaginary  objects 
of  diftrefs  ;  yet  never  let  it  iuffer  yojl 
to  become  fufpicious,  or  toc  check 
{he  amiable  fenfation  of  companion, 
but  only  let  it  lead  you  to  endea- 
vour not  to  fuffer  your  chanty  to  be 
impofed  on,  for  you  are  now  with- 
held from  doing  an  aft  of  real  kind- 
D  2  nef* 
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nefs  by  having  expended  that  money 
upon  a  bad  character  that  might 
have  added  to  the  comfort  of  a  good 
one  ;  however,  faid  Mr.  Alworthy, 
we  will  now  return  home,  and  I  (hall 
be  ready  to  devote  the  remaining 
part  of  the  morning  to  your  ftudies, 
which,  faid  Mrs,  Alworthy,  if  you 
acquit  yourfelves  in  to  the  appro- 
bation of  your  father,  you  fhall  ac- 
company me  in  my  evening  walk  to 
Thomas  Downing's. 
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STORY      III. 


Harcourt  was  a  gen- 
tleman  irr  the  naval  line, 
and  no  lefs  beloved  and  efteemed 
for  his  public  character,  than  for  his 
private  virtues  :  Mrs.  Harcourt  unit- 
ed a  fweetnefs  of  manners  to  a  liber- 
ality of  mind,  and  her  heart  was 
open  to  the  mod  refined  impreffions 
of  frendfbip ;  it  was  natural  for  peo- 
ple who  pofleffed  fuch  fentiments  as 
thefe,  to  become  peculiarly  interefted 
in  the  education  of  their  children, 
D  3  and 
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and  they  had  the  fatisfaftion  of  be- 
holding their  threeboys  early  manifefl 
the  moil  amiable  turn  of  mind  ^ 
Frank,  the  eldeft,  had  lately  recovered 
from  a  dangerous  fit  of  illnefs,  and 
as  it  was  near  the  vacation,  his 
parents  kept  him  at  home  until 
"after  the  expiration  of  it. 

One  morning  he  entered  the  ftudy 
'where  his  father  and  mother  were 
fitting,  and  requefted  his  mamma '-s 
•p-ermiillon  to  drink  tea  with  Charles 
:Hammiltcn  ;  -my  dear  Frank,  laid 
-Mrs.  Harco^rt,  you  know  I  always 
derive  pleafure  from  promoting  your 
-liappinefs,  and  therefore  reft  aiTured, 
that  when  I  deny  your  requeft,  3 

have 
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have  fubftantial  reafons  for  it ;  but 
I  really  do  not  think  Charles  Ham- 
miltona  boy  whofe  acquaintance  will 
ever  do  you  credit.  Not  credit  1 
mamma,  why  Charles's  papa  is  richer 
than  mine,  he  has  three  carriages, 
and  he  has  more  money  than  any 
boy  in  the  fchool ;  yes  Frank,  I  know 
it,  continued  Mrs.  Harcourt,  and 
it  is  from  his  valuing  himfdf  upon 
his  riches,  his  carriages,  and  hi  s  fat  her  s 
exalte djituation,-  that  makes  me  think 
him  an  improper  companion  for  you-; 
befides,  there  are  many  traits  in  his 
character  that  are  very  unamiable, 
he  is  as  mean  as  he  is  proud ;  and 
depend  upon  it,  my  dear  boy,  his 
heart  is  incapable  of  friendihip  :  and 
D4  let 
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let  me  intreat  you  never  to  form  ait 
intimacy  with  any  being  who  you 
obferve  deficient  in  natural  affection; 
recollect  for  a  moment  how  very 
difrefpectful  Charles  conducts  him- 
felf  to  his  father  and  mother,  and 
how  over-bearing  to  his  brothers  and 
.fitters ;  with  what  infolence  of  man- 
ner does  he  addrefs  the  fervants  ; 
in  Ihort,  he  is  the  lail  boy  in  the 
world  I  mould  wifh  you  to  form  an 
acquaintance  with,  and  though  1  do 
not  expect  to  have  the  power  of 
guiding  your  affections,  yet,  I  flatter 
myfelf,  I  may  be  able  to  direct  them  $ 
there  is  Henry  Burton,  a  boy  who 
pofTefTes  one  of  the  fweeteft  minds 
and  moft  generous  hearts  that  ever 

inhabited 
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inhabited  a  breaft  ;  with  him,  my 
dear  fellow,  I  could  willi  you  to  form 
the  ftrifteft  intimacy;  a  friendfhip 
with  fuch  a  character  as  that  would 
not  only  be  a  fource  of  pleafure  but 
improvement,  for  you  would  be 
continually  witneffing  fome  amiable 
trait  in  his  natural  difpofition,  and 
as  example  is  far  more  powerful  than 
precept,  you  would  imperceptibly 
copy  the  virtues  you  admired  ;  oh 
mamma,  faid  Frank,  Henry  and  I 
have  long  been  friends,  and  I  love 
him  very  much,  and  think  he  is 
worth  fifty  Charles  Hammilton's  j 
but  Charles  can  be  very  entertaining, 
indeed  mamma ;  you  cannot  think 
what  a  good  mimic  he  is>  and  hotf 

exaclly 
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..exactly  he  can  take  off  his  acquain- 
tance.; and  can  you  think  Frank, 
replied  Mrs.  Harcourt,  that  you  are 
without  imperfections?  no,  certainly 
mamma  >  but  why  do  you  aik  the 
queftion  ?  becaufe,  depend  upon  it, 
to  the  firft  perfon  he  favv  after  you 
left  him,  would  he  expofe  thofe  imper- 
feftions,  and  all  under  the  hypocriti- 
x:al  appearance  of  being  entertaining  -3 
and  thus,  if  your  character  is  not  in- 
jured your  weakneffes  would  be  ex1- 
poled  j  but  if  he  was  to  correct  thefe 
faults,  replied  Frank,  you  would  not 
.then  object  to  my  being  acquainted 
with  him  mamma  ?  I  am  not  apt 
to  take  prejudices,  replied  Mrs.  Har- 
t,  but  whenever  I  am  convinced 
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It  character  is  bad  I  am  not  eafily  per- 
fuaded  to  believe  it  will  grow  better, 
-at  leaft  when  the  faults  proceed  from 
•the  heart,  and  as  that  is  my  opinion 
X)f  Charles  Hammilton,  I  beg  that 
'all  intercourfe  between  you  may 
drop  y  well,  mamma,  faid  Frank,  you 
know  belt,  and  fo  I  will  think  no 
more  about  this  faid  birth-day  ;  but 
-lie  is  to  have  a  very  large  party,  and 
•they  intend  to  have  a  great  deal  of 
fun. 

. 

I  cannot  'promife  you  a  great 
deal  offunt  but  I  think  I  can  offer  you 
ibme  amufement,  if  you  will  go  with 
me  this  afternoon  and  fee  Mr.  Par- 
kinfon'sniufeumjoh  mamma,  that  is 
-  [  quite 
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t^uite  the  thing,  but  do  tell  me  what 
we  are  to  fee  there  ?  a  great  deal  to 
delight  an  admirer  of  nature,  but  as 
I  have  never  been  there,  I  cannot 
give  you  an  exact  defcription  ;  there 
are  animals,  vegetables,  and  minerals^ 
in  high  perfect  ion.  I  dare  fay  we 
fhall  fee  an  Elephant,  mamma ;  and 
I  wonder  whether  he  has  got  the 
bird  with  the  flaming  wings  that 
papa  fo  often  faw  in?  the  Mediter- 
ranean ;  you  know,  replied  Mrs. 
Harcourt,  that  they  had  only  that 
very  flaming  appearance  when  thejr 
flew  againil  the  fun.  Oh,  and  thofe 
little  infects  which  fo  frightened  the 
failors,  when  papa  was  on  the  coaft 
of  Malabar  ?  thofe  little  infects*  if 

you 
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you  recoiled,  your  papa  told  your 
•were  fo  fmall  that  they  could  not 
be  feen  with  the  naked  eye,  and  that 
•they  loft  their  luminous  power  when 
they  had  been  out  of  the  water  about 
half  an  hour. 

A  fervant  now  entered  and  told  his 
•mailer,  that  Mr.  Newman  wanted  to 
fpeak  with  him  ;  flep  down  Frank, 
faid  Captain  Harcourt,  and  beg  Mr. 
Newman  will  fend  word  up  what  his 
'bufmefs  is,  for  I  am  very  bufy  writing 
letters  of  confequence  -;  papa,  faid 
•Frank,  when  he  returned,  they  are 
.going  to  erect  a  new  hofpital,  and 
Mr.  Newman  hopes  you  will  put 
your  name  down  on  this  lift  for  there 

are 
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,are  a  great  many  of  your  friends 
tvhofe  names  are  inferted  ;  my  compli- 
ments to  Mr.  Newman,  replied  Cap- 
tain Harcourt,  and  I  wim  his  plan 
iuccefs,,-  but  I.  fhail  not  become  a 
fubfcriber  ;  not  become  a  fubfcriber* 
papa  !  why  Mr.  Newman  faid  he  was 
fare  you  would,  you-  were  fo  very 
benevolent  ,  I  am  obliged  to  Mr. 
Newman  for  his  good  opinion,  con- 
tinued Captain  Harcourt,  but  as  I 
(have  not  a  very  large  fortune,  I  pre- 
fer diipoiing  of.  that  part  of  it  which 
J  allot  to  benevolent  purpofes,  in 
private,  rather  than  in  public,  chari- 
ties ;  well,  but  papa,  faid  Frank,  this 
is  only  two  guineas,  come,  you  had 
better  give  it  to  him  ;  and  with  two 

o;uineas 
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guineas  my  dear  boy,    I  have  been.' 
enabled  to   impart   happinefs   to    a 
whole  family  who  were  in  hourly  ex^ 
pe&ation  of  being  deprived  the  com- 
forts of  a  home  by  a   mercilefs  land- 
lord, to  whom    they  were  indebted" 
that  fum  ;  fo  take  the  lift  down  and' 
fay  what  I  defired.    John  again  came 
up  flairs  to  inform   his  matter  that 
a    failor  of    the  name  of    Wilmot 
begged  to  fee  him,  I  do  not  recollect 
his  name,  faid  Captain  Harcourt,  but 
let-  him   come  up,  John. 

A  young  looking  man,  with  a 
countenance  expreffive  of  the  honefty 
of  his  heart,  now  enter  the  room, 
with  afervant  your  honour  j.mahap- 

you 
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you  have  forgot  Joe  Wilmot,  oh  no, 
iny  lionet  friend,  replied  the  Cap- 
tain, and  I  re^:  ilect  that  I  never  had 
a  better  feaman  fcrve  under  me,  but 
where   have   you   been  thefe   three 
years  ?  pleafe  your  honour,  faid  Wil- 
mot, I  have  been  going  down  in  the 
world  ever  fince  I  left  your  honour's 
fhip  ;  firft  I  went  to  the  Weft-Indies 
and  there  I  caught  the  fever,  and  had 
liked  to  have  tipped  the  buket,  then 
coming  home,  I  fell  from  the  top- 
maft  and  broke  my  thigh,  and  when 
I  was  able  to  go  on  more  and  had 
got  my  wages,   then  a  jackanip's  of 
a  fellow,  who  called  himfelf  a  failor 
(though   pleafe  your   honour   I  do 
not  believe  it)  told  me  a  fad    ftory 

with 


fcVENINQ    RECREATIONS.      49 

with  iuch  a  fmooth  tongue,  that 
my  heart  ached  for  him,  fo  I  offered 
him  half  my  birth;  but  the  firft 
night  the  dog  came,  he  ilole  my  bag 
that  I  kept  my  money  in,  and  I  have 
never  been  able  to  hear  of  him  fmce  •, 
but  the  worft  is,  I  now  owe  my  land- 
lady five  and  twenty  millings,  and 
this  is  worfe  than  all  the  reft,  for 
pleafe  your  honour,  I  never  was  in 
debt  in  my  life  before,  and  this 
woman's  rating  at  me  all  day  long, 
with  a  voice  louder  than  a  boatfwain's 
whittle;  but  the  long  and  the  fhort 
of  my  coming  here  is,  that  I  hear 
your  honour's  got  a  fliip,  and  I 
mould  be  glad  to  ferve  you.  Why, 
my  brave  fellow,,  you  have  been 
E  gping 
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going  down-  in  the  world,  indeed, 
however,  we  muft  contrive  to  fet 
you  aloft  again  ;  and  firft  of  all  there 
is  fomething  to  ftill  the  clamour  of 
your  landlady's  tongue,  faid  Captain 
Harcourt,  laying  two  guineas  upon 
the  table ;  and  as  to  my  fhip,  you 
may  enter  on  board  her  as  foon  as 
you  pleafe.  God  for  ever  blefs  your 
honour,  and  all  that  belongs  to  you, 
faid  the  poor  fellow,  with  an  expref- 
fion  of  gratitude  in  the  tone  of  his 
voice  more  forcible  than  language ; 
and  as  to  you,  madam,  faid  he, 
turning  to  Mrs.  Harcourt,  I  (hall 
never  forget  your  kindnefs  to  my 
poor  dear  mother,  poor  foul,  me  ufed 
to  fay  you  did  her  more  good  than 

all 


EVENING    RECREATIONS.       jt 

•all  the  dodbors  {luff,  and  I  would 
work  by  night  and  by  day  to  ferve 
you.  Thank  you  kindly,  Wilmot, 
for  your  good  intention  towards  me, 
faid  Mrs.  Harcourt,  with  a  fmile  of 
ineffable  fweetnefs ,  and  fuppofe  you 
go  down  into  the  kitchen  and  fee 
fome  of  your  old  friends,  and  tell 
them  I  defire  they  will  make  you 
welcome. 

That  man's  condud  to  his  poor 
mother,  my  dear  Frank,  faid  Mrs, 
Harcourt,  as  he  left  the  room, 
was  a  pattern  to  thofe  in  much  more 
exalted  fituations  ;  when  (he  was  ill 
he  took  a  lodging  for  her  clofe  to 
the  place  where  his  fliip  was  fituated, 
E  2  and 
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and  every  moment  that  he  could  be 
abfent  from  his  duty  on  board,  Jie 
fpent  by  the  fide  of  her  bed  ;  he 
never  drank  his  allowance  of  liquor, 
but  let  it  remain  until  there  became 
a  gallon  due  to  him,  which  he  then 
fold,  and  carried  the  produce  to  her, 
and  his  wages  he  difpofed  of  in  the 
fame  manner  j  and  when  flie  died 
his  unfeigned  grief  was  really  diftref- 
fmg ;  and  yet  much  as  I  mould  have 
wiihed  to  ferce  this  poor  fellow,  faid 
Captain  Harcourt,  had  I  fubfcribed 
this  morning  to  the  hofpital,  I  mould 
not  have  thought  it  right  to  have 
done  it  j  and  why  not,  papa,  replied 
Frank,  becaufe,  continued  his  father, 
if  my  benevolence  is  not  restrained 

within 
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within  the  bounds  of  prudence,  I 
fliould  reduce  myfelf  to  a  level 
with  thofe  I  wifh  to  relieve  ;  well, 
papa,  but  you  could  have  taken  him 
on  board  your  fhip ;  yes,  my  dear 
boy,  I  could  have  certainly  have 
done  him  that  act  of  kindnefs,  but 
he  would  ftill  have  felt  opprefled 
with  this  debt  to  his  landlady  ; 
but  I  would  have  you  remember, 
that  ads  of  kindnefs  are  continually 
coming  within  the  ability  of  every 
man,  though  real  benefits- we  but 
feldom  have  the  power  of  bellow- 
ing. 

Pray  mamma,  faid    Frank,    what 

time  fliall  we   go   to   Mr.   Parkin- 

E  .3  fon's  ? 
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fon's  ?  we  will  dine  early  and  go  im- 
mediately afterwards.  One  of  our 
boys,  continued  Frank,  told  me 
there  were  feveral  of  the  things  in 
the  mufeum  that  Captain  Cook 
brought  from  Otaheita  with  him  : 
perhaps,  mamma,  the  elephant  came 
from  thence  -,  no,  replied  Mrs.  Har- 
court,  the  only  animals  they  have 
are  hogs  and  dogs  ;  they  muft  foon 
be  tired  of  pork,  then,  faid  Frank  ; 
oh,  but  they  have  poultry,  fifh,  and 
wild  foul ;  potatoes,  yams,  fruit,  and 
vegatables,  cocoa  nuts,  and  the 
bread  tree,  in  great  perfection,  fo 
you  find  they  are  not  very  badly  off. 
I  wonder,  mamma,  faid  Frank,  why 
Omiah  could  not  be  happy  in  this 

country  ? 
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country  ?  for  a  reafon  my  dear  boy* 
that  did  honour  to  his  affectionate 
feelings ;  he  had  left  behind  him  a 
father,  brothers,  wives,  and  children, 
and  all  the  gratifications  we  could 
offer  him  were  infipid  when  he  re- 
flected upon  the  delight  he  had 
enjoyed  with  thefe  tender  con- 
nexions I  wives,  mamma  1  why  had  he 
more  than  one  ?  yes,  fuch  is  the 
cuftomof  that  country,  and  Omiah, 
though  a  very  young  man,  had 
feveral ;  well,  returned  Frank,  when 
I  marry,  one  will  fatisfy  me,  but  I 
intend  to  love  her  with  all  my  heart ; 
love  her  Frank,  faid  Captain  Har- 
court,  as  well  as  I  do  mine,  and  me 
will  not  have  reafon  to  complain 
E  4  of 
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of  your  want  of  affe&ion;  yes,   papa, 
faid  Frank,  I  think  you   fet  me  a. 
very   good    example  5   but   I    wifh 
dinner  was   ready,    for   I  am   very 
impatient    to  be    gone,     mamma. 
At  this  moment  the  fervant  announc- 
ed it  to  be  on  the  table  j  as  foon  as 
it  was  over,  the  coach  was  ordered, 
and   they  drove    to    the   mufeum, 
Frank   was   fo   delighted    with    all 
that   he  faw  that   he  intreated  his 
mamma  to  promife  that  he   fhould 
devote  a  whole  day  to  the  infpeftion 
of  it ;  and  then  he  is  to  give   me  a 
defcription  of  all  the  curious  things 
it  contains  ;   which  I  intend  to  im- 
part to  you  for  the  amufement  of 
fome  future  evening. 
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STORY      IV. 

5 

Ti  4TR.  ADAMS  was  a  gentleman 
-*-^-*-  of  very  large  property,  which 
iue  derived  from,  an  extenfive  mare 
In  one  of  the  tin  mines  in  Cornwall; 
nis  family  confifled  of  two  daughters 
and  a  fon ;  the  harmony  and 
affe&ion  that  fubfifted  between  thefe 
children  was  delightful  to  behold  ; 
George,  the  eldeft,  was  about  thir- 
teen, a'nd  had  been  placed  at  a  public 
fchool  about  two  years  -y  butSelina  and 
Harriet  were  educated  at  home;  when 

the 
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the  Chriftmas  vacation  approached, 
Mr.  Adams,  as  ufual,  went  to  fetch 
his  fon,  and  his  little  girls  felt  the 
livelieft  fenfation  of  delight  at  the 
thoughts  of  embracing  their  beloved 
brother;  well,George,  faidMr.  Adams 
to  his  fon,  as  foon  as  the  chariot 
drove  from  the  fchool  door,  and  how 
much  money  do  you  bring  away  with 
you  this  vacation?  not  much  papa, 
replied  George  ;  I  doubt  you  are  a 
bankrupt,  faid  his  father,  and  at  the 
fame  time  putting  his  hand  into 
George's  pocket  produced  fix  millings; 
why5Iprotefl,here  is  a  perfect  fortune  \ 
faid  Mr.  Adams,  but  how  is  it  that 
you,  who  have  hitherto  always  re- 
turned from  fchool  fo  poor,  mould 

now 
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now  be  fo  very  rich  ?  are  you  going 
to  turn  banker,  George  ? 

I  recollect  when  I  was  at  fchool 
there  was  a  boy  who  ufed  to  fave  his 
allowance  until  it  amounted  to  four 
or  five  millings,  and  then  lent  it  to 
thofe  who  were  moneylefs,  upon 
condition  of  their  paying  him  double 
after  the  holidays  -,  the  fame  boy  ufed 
to  come  to  fchool  loaded  like  a 
pedlar,  with  tops,  bats,  balls,  whips, 
&c.  and  thefe  things,  when  the  boys 
returned  to  fchool  with  full  pockets, 
he  fold  for  double  their  value  ;  now, 
I  really  have  no  fear  that  you  mould 
adopt  this  method,  but  I  confefs 
I  (hould  like  to  know  for  what  pur- 

pofe 
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pofe  you  can  have  faved  fix  fhillings 
out  of  your  weekly  allowance  ?  well 
then  papa,  I  muft  tell  you,  that 
poor  Thomas,  a  very  good-natured 
fervant,  who  once  lived  with  our 
mafter,  has  been  very  ill ;  fo  ill  as 
not  to  be  able  to  eat  any  thing  but 
oyfters,  and  the  boys  who  all  loved 
him,  one,  or  other,  of  them,  fent 
Iiim  a  few  every  day,  but  I  thought 
when  the  holidays  came,  the  poor 
fellow  would  mifs  his  oyfters,  fo  I 
determined  to  fave  up  my  money, 
and  when  I  got  home  fend  him  a 
barrel ;  my  dear  fellow,  faid  Mr, 
Adams,  I  am  delighted  with  the  plan 
you  had  formed  to  gratify  poor 
Thomas's  appetite,  and  you  (hall 

fend 
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fend  him  a  barrel  every  Saturday  un- 
til you  return  to  fchool ,;  and  as  I  find 
you  intend  to  make  fo  good  a  ufe  of 
your  money,  there  is  half  a  guinea 
for  you  to  difpofe  of  as  you  think 
proper. 

I  think,  faid  Mr.  Adams,  looking 
out  of  the  chariot  window,  it  is  very 
fortunate  that  I  came  for  you  to-day, 
for,  from  the  appearance  of  the  atmof- 
phere,  we  are  going  to  have  adeep  fnow  j 
do  you  know,  George,  that  at  Ber- 
gemoletto,  a  fmall  village  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  the  Alps,  three  people  were 
buried  under  ^the  fnow  thirty-feven 
days,  and  then  dug  out  alive  j  dear 
papa,  faid  George,  how  .could  that 

t* 
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be  poffible  ?  Why,  continued  Mr, 
Adams,  when  this  amazing  mafs  of 
-fnovv,  which  was  driven  from  the 
Alps,  overwhelmed  the  village,  thefe 
poor  creatures  were  fortunately  in  a 
liable  ;  one  part  of  which  being  fup- 
ported  by  a  very  thick  piece  of  tim- 
ber, did  not  give  way ;  there  hap- 
pened fortunately  to  be  likewife  in 
the  ftable  two  goats  that  gave  milk, 
and  though  thefe  poor  fouls  had 
-hardly  room  to  turn  themfelves, 
yet  it  providentially  happened  that 
this  fpot  was  clofe  to  fome  hay,  and 
therefore,  by  that  means,  they  had 
an  opportunity  of  prolonging  the 
goats  exiftence,  and  procuring  a  de- 
gree of  fuftenance  to  themfelvesjuft 

enough 
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enough  to  fupport  nature  ;  but 
when  they  were  difcovered,  they 
were  in  fo  emaciated  a  ftate  that  an 
other  day  mud  have  terminated 
their  exiftence  ;  there  were  at  the 
fame  time  thirty  houfes  overwhelm- 
ed, and  three  and  twenty  inhabitants 
iofl  their  lives;  how  very  lucky  it  was, 
faid  George,  that  the  goats  were  in 
the  ftable ;  lucky,  my  dear  George, 
faid  Mr,  Adams,  is  not  a  proper 
term,  it  was  providential,  and  was 
ftrongly  marking  of  the  protecting 
hand  of  a  Superior  Being,  Well, 
papa,  faid  George,  I  am  fure  there 
is  fomething  very  lucky,  for  I  can 
fee  my  mamma  and  fitters  coming  to 
meet  us,  and  inftantly  calling  to  the 
coachman 
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coachman  to  flop,  he  jumped  out  of 
the  carriage  and  was  in  Mrs. 
Adams's  arms  in  a  moment ;  alter- 
nately he  embraced  Selina  and  Har- 
riet, and  a  happier  group  was  never 
beheld. 

As  foon  as  they  got  home,  they 
all  went  into  the  play-room,  when 
George  drew  himfelf  a  chair,  and 
taking  each  of  his  fiflers  on  his 
knee  ;  now,  faid  he,  tell  me  all  that 
has  happened  fince  I  left  you;  it 
feems  fuch  an  age,  replied  Selina, 
that  I  hardly  know  where  to  begin  ; 
why,  you  muft  begin  at  the  firft 
day,  replied  George  :  what  did  you 
do  after  I  left  you  ?  what  we  always 

do 
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<$o,  faid  Harriet,  cried, until  we: gave 
purfelves  the   head-ache;   the   poof 
dear  heads,  faid  George,  kifling  the 
forehead   of  each.     Well,   the  next 
day  ?  Oh,  the  next  day,  continued 
Selina,  that  was  a  lucklefs  one,  for  I 
loft  the  little  pocket-book  you  gave 
me    for  a  keep-fake ;   I  was  quite 
miferable,  for  fear  you  fliould  think 
J  did  not  value  it :  but  that  I  am 
fare  I  did,  though  how  it  went  I  never 
Could  find  out.     How  could  you  be 
fuch  a  goofe  to  vex  yourfelf  about 
fuch  a  trifle,    faid  George,  but  go 
on  ;    yes,    replied  Selina,  and  Jiow 
kind    do    you    think  dear  Harriet 
behaved   about    the   pocket-book  ?> 
as  foon   as  (he  found    that  all   qtu; 
F  fearch 
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fearch  after  it  was  vain,  me  fent 
Betty  out  with  a  new  guinea  grand- 
mamma had  fent  her  for  netting  a 
purfe,  and  bought  me  one  exaftly 
like  it,  and  when  I  awoke  in  the 
morning  it  lay  on  the  table  with  a 
iittle  note  within  fide  it,  faying, 
that  fhe  hoped  it  would  make  me 
fome  amends  for  the  lofs  of  the  one 
you  had  given  me  !  fhe  is  .a  nice  girl, 
faid  George,  and  always  delighted 
in  good  natured  actions  ;  yes,  replied 
Harriet,  but  if  you  call  that  a  good- 
natured  adtion,  what  will  you  fay  to 
poor  Selina,  walking  two  miles  in 
the  rain  to  buy  me  a  dove,  when 
one  of  mine  died  !  but  why  did 
Selina  go  in  the  rain,  continued 

George, 
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Oeorge,  could  ihe  not  have  waited 
•until  it  was  fine  ?  oh,  faid  Harriet, 
it  did  not  rain  when  £he  fet  put, 
but  it  began  foon  after,  and  Be£ty 
wanted  her  to  return,  -but  fhe  faid  flic 
could  not  bear  to  fee  me  fo  uncom- 
fortable ;  and  fhe  did  not  mind  a  wet 
jacket,  though  fhe  fuffered  enough 
for  her  Jdndnefs,  for  (he  caught 
a  dreadful  cold,  and  every  time  fhe 
coughed,  it  went  to  my  heart,  for 
1  thought  I  was  the  occafion  of  it ; 
we'll,  faid  George,  and  have  you  been 
any  where,  my  dear  Selina  ?  yes, 
replied  Selina,  we  have  been  into 
Cornwall,  and  there  we  faw  the  poor 
minors  at  work,  and  a  (hocking  em- 
ployment it  is,  the  poor  men  all  look 
F  2  & 
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fo  dirty  and  To  pale;  ah,  but,  faid 
George,  that  is  nothing  to  the  mines- 
of  gold  and  filver  and  quick- 
ftlver,  there  indeed  you  would  be 
fhocked  for  the  poor  creatures,  are 
never  fuffered  to  come  out  ;  never 
iuifered  to  come  out,  replied  Selina, 
oh  !  how  dreadful  !  but  why  not  ? 
becaufe,  continued  George,  they  ate 
poor  wretches  who  are  fent  there 
as  a  punifhment  for  fome  crime,  and 
they  have  cruel  tafk  matters  fct 
over  thep,  who  make  them  work 
without  intermiflion  3  how  do  you 
know,  faid  Harriet  ;  papa  told  me . 
fo  one  day  when  he  had  been  read- 
ing and  explaining  to  me  a  very 
elegant  poem  written  by  Mr.  Sar- 
gent, 
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gent,  called  the  Mine;  -we'll,  fa  id 
Selina,  I  fho.uld  never  have  thought 
of  writing  a  poerri  upon  ilich  a 
'difmal  'fubjeft ;  oh,  replied  George, 
it  is  a  very  pretty  ftory  that  it  was 
founded  upon,  and  if  I  can  I  will  tell 
you  fornething  about  it.  ' 

At  Venice  there'  lived  a  very  ami- 
able nobleman,  whofe;  name '-was 
Alberti,  he  pofTelled  fucli  a  fweetnefs 
•of  difpofition,  that  every  one  loved 
the  Count  Alberti;  and  the  Couhtefs 
•was  very  young,  very  beautiful,  and 
very  good ;  all  the  foreigners ;  \vli6 
went  to  Venice  were  delighted  with 
this  family  :  well,  this  unfortunate 
Count  had  fome  words  with  ft 
F  3  general 
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general  in  the  emperor  of  Germany's 
fervice,  and  they  fought,  the 
general  was  left  for  dead,  the 
Count  attempted  to  efcape,  but  was 
taken  and  condemned  to  work  in 
the  quickfilver  mines  at  Idria,.to  which 
•  miferable  place  the  poor  dear  Coun- 
tefs  followed  him,  think  Selina 
how  ihe  mud  have  loved  him  ;  for 
though  you  thought  the  mines  in 
Cornwall  gloomy,  what  would  you 
have  thought  of  this  into  which  you 
Jire  let  down  in  a  kind  of  bucket 
more  than  one  hundred  fathom,,  and 
the  noxious  power  of  the  mineral 
foon  deprives  them  of  the  ability  to 
labour,  for  they  loofe  the  ufe  of 
their  limbs  j  well,  (aid  Selina,  I  afn 

glad 
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glad  however  that  the  poor  Count 
and  Countefs  were  not  doomed  to 
live  long  in  fo  wretched  a  ft  ate  ;  oh, 
continued  George,  I  have  not  finifli- 
ed  my  ftory,  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
good  to  come  yet  ;  for  yoij  mufb 
know  the  general  had  only  fainted, 
and  when  he  recovered,  application 
was  made  to  the  Emperor  to  remove 
the  Count  and  Countefs  from  their 
horrid  confinement,  and  they  were 
received  with  the  greatefl  joy  by  ail 
their  friends  and  relations  ;  oh,  what 
happinefs,  faid  both  die  children  : 
after  fuch  mifery,  it  mufh  be  joy 
indeed,  faid  George,  but  I  have 
heard  that  fome  mines  are  very  beau- 
tiful mines  !  beautiful  !  faid  Har- 
F  4. 
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net,  yes  continued  George,  the  fait 
mines  of  Wielitfka,  in  Poland,  are 
yery  fpacious  and  beautiful,  and  the 
reflection  of  the  lamps  upon  the 
walls  of  fait  carls  a  very  brilliant 
luftre  :  they  have  cut  feveral  fmall 
chapels  out  of  the  fait,  and  on  cer- 
tain days  mafs  is  performed  in 
them  ;  but  fait  mines  in  general  are 
worth  feeing,  though  the  one  I  have 
mentioned  is  by  much  the  largeft 

and  moft  profitable. 

•• 

When  you  are  old  enough  to  go 
abroad,  George,  faid  Harriet,  what 
Wonderful  things  you  will  be  able  to 
tell  us  i -yes,  my  dear  Harriet,  I  matt 
have  a- great  deal  to  entertain  ycm 
;  :  with,. 
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.with,  but  papa  tells  me,  that  travel- 
lers often  reprefent  things  more 
wonderful  than  they  really  are,  but 
I  fhall  never  do  /to,  for  I  fhould  be 
afraid  people  would  never  believe  me 
when  I  related  things  that  were 
really  true ;  befides,  when  people 
tell  ftoriesin  little  things,  they  foon 
do  it  in  great  ones ;  there  is  a  boy 
at  our  fchool,  who,  when  he  fir{l 
'came,  we  liked  very  much,  for  he  is 
a  generous  good-  natured  fellow,  but 
he  is  fo  dreadful  a:  ftory- teller,  that 
now  we  have  found  him  out,  we  none 
of  us  can  bear  to  play  writh  him,  yet 
fome  of  the  boys  who  knew  him  when 
he  firft  went  to  fchool,  told  me  that 
then  he  never  ufed  to  tell  ftories  only 

in 
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in  joke  5  and  who  is  that,  faid  Mr. 
Adams,  entering  the  room,  who  only 
ufed  to  tell  fhories  inj  oke  r  Charles  Tur- 
ner, papa,replied  George,  but  telling- 
ftories  in  joke,  continued  Mr.  Adams, 
is  a  very  long  ftride  towards  the 
telling  them  in  earnefl  ;  yes,  papa, 
and  that  is  the  cafe  with  him,  for 
he  is  a  fad  boy  that  way,  and  I  was 
juft  telling  my  fifters  fo,  and  befides 
he  often  fuifers  for  faults  that  he 
sever  commits,  for  if  any  mifchief 
is  done  and  the  boy  cannot  be  dif- 
covered  he  is  fure  to  be  blamed  for 
it,  and  one  day  there  was  fome  wall 
fruit  miffed  and  the  boys  were  all 
called  up,  and  taxed  with  having 
token  it,  however 5  all  denied  it,  and 

the 
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the  blame    fell  upon  poor  Charles, 

and  he  was  ordered  to  have  a  fevere 

flogging,  he   had   received    two  or 

!hree  ftrokes,  when  George  Cooper, 

who  had  been  home  for  two  or  three 

days,    came  Into    the    fchool,   and 

afking  what  Turner  had  done,  found 

he  was  punifhing  for  a  fault  that  he 

had  not   committed ;  he   called   out 

flop,    and  ran    to  the   top   of   the 

fchool,  and  Charles  was    let  down, 

and  George  taken  up  and  fufFered  the 

fame  difgrace;    well,  faid   Selina,.  I 

fliould     love    that    boy,      George, 

though,  for    his  behaviour*     Why> 

my  dear  girl,   faid  Mr.  Adams,  he 

muft  have  been  a  vile  fellow  to  have 

acted  otherwifej    there    is    a  great 

difference 
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difference  between  doing  our  duty 
and  the  doing  an  act  of  generofity^ 
if  George  had  been  Charles's  friend 
and  to  lave  him  from  pain,  had  pro- 
fefTed  himfelf  to  be  the  guilty  perfon, 
that  would  have  been  an  act  of 
generous friendmip  and  praifeworthyj 
t>ut  the  other  was  a  mere  »acl,  of 
Juftice  3  but,  papa,  faid  Harrietvthen 
Turner  would  have  told  a  flory  you 
know  ;  very  true  Harriet,  replied 
Mr.  Adams,  and  though  I  would 
have  a  boy  of  mine  a  ftrift  obferver 
of  truth,  yet  allowing  fuch  a  motive 
to  have  a&uated  Turner  to  deviate 
from  it,  that  would  induce  me  to 
overlook  it,  for  I  feel  that  to  fenre 
my  friend,  I  could  fubjeft  rnyfelf  to 


EVENING    H  EC  RE  AT  IONS.       77; 

any  inconvenience,  and  I  hope  my' 
dear  children  I  mall  live  to  fee  you 
all  give  proof  of  poiTeffing  the  fame 
ferrfiments. 

But,  I  came  in,    faid  Mr.  Adams, 
topropofe  a  walk   to  you   all,    oh, 
papa,  faid  the  children,  we  fliall  like 
it  very    much,   but  where  mall  we 
walk  too  ?  why,  replied  Mr.  Adams, 
your  mamma  begged  me  to  invite 
Mrs.   Goddard,  the  Sunday  fchool- 
miftrefs,   and  all   the  little  ones>  to 
dinner  with  us   on  Chriilmas-day  •:' 
ohj  papa,    that    is  .delightful,   faid. 
Selina,  how    happy   the  little   foul? 
will  be  ;  as  they  walked  along,  they; 
faw  two  or  tliree  young  Iambs3  bufe 

there 
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there  were  not  many,  as  it  was  rather 
too  early  for  them.  Papa,  faid 
George,  pray  does  not  our  fheep 
produce  more  wool  than  from  any 
other  country  ?  oh  no,  replied  Mr. 
Adams,  Spain  is  the  part  of  the  world 
\vhere  wool  is  in  the  greater!  abun- 
dance ,  in  fhort,  their  fheep  walks 
are  a  treafure  in  themfelves.  It  is 
from  Spain  that  we  have  the  fineft 
oranges,  is  it  not,  papa,  faid  Harriet ; 
Spain  is  a  very  rich  country,  faid 
Mr.  Adaivrs,  it  produces  in  many 
places  fpontaneouily  the  rich  fruits 
of  Fra  ice  and  Italy  ;  but  the  Spa- 
niards are  an  indolent  fet  of  people, 
and  are  very  fparing  of  tillage,  or  it 
would  be  a  very  fine  corn  country ; 

they 
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they  have  oranges,  lemons,  almonds, 
prunes,  citrons.,  figs  and  raifins,  and 
their  wine  is  excellent,  particularly 
fack  and  flaerry ;  formerly  they  had 
gold  and  lilver  mines,  but  whether 
they  are  exhaufted,  or  whether  they 
are  too  idle  to  work  them,  is  not 
known  with  any  degree  of  certainty ; 
Aeir  iron  is  of  a  very  fuperior  quali- 
ty, and  has  always  been  thought 
particularly  famous  for  gun  barrels. 
Pray,  papa,  faid  George,  have  they 
many  wild  beafts  in  Spain  ?  no,  re- 
plied his  father,  wolves  are  the  only 
beafts  of  pray  they  are  infeiled  with. 
J  thonght  I  had  heard,  papa,  faid 
Selina,  that  iilk  worms  flou  rimed  very 
much  in  Spain  s  fo  they  do,  con- 
tinued 
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tinued  Mr,  Adams,  and  their  muP 
berry  trees  look  very  .pretty  loaded 
with  their  produce ;  I  have  even; 
heard  that  the  one  article  of  filk, 
amounts  to  two  hundred  thoufand- 
pounds  per  annum  ;  but  it  is,  you 
knov, ,  the  moft  mountainous  country 
in  the  world  ,  the  Pynenees  which, 
divide  France  from  Spain,  are  tw<* 
hundred  miles  in  length.  . 

The  party  by  this  time  arrived  at 
the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Goddard,  who, 
received  the  invitation  with  delight, 
and  gratitude,  and  faid  (he  was  fure- 
ail  the  little  folks  would  fcarcely  be 
^ble  to  ileep  for  thinking  of  the  plea-. 
fure  j  a  fervant  followed  Mr.  Adams, 

to 
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to  fay  a  gentleman  wanted  to  fpeak 
with  him  ;  well,  faid  Mr.  Adams,  if 
you  like  to  flay  and  talk  a  little 
Mrs.  Goddard,  as  you  have  not 
her  for  fo  long  a  time,  George,  you 
are  very  welcome,  and  Thomas  may 
ftay  and  walk  home  with  you  ;  this 
propofal  was  very  pleafing  to  thi 
young  folks,  and  Mr.  Adams  re- 
turned home  with  all  poflible  ex- 
pedition ;  and  now  my  dear  good 
young  ladies  and  gentleman,  faid 
Mrs.  Goddard,  cannot  you  eat  a 
little  piece  of  pie  after  your  walk^ 
for  a  neighbour  of  mine,  not  think* 
ing  the  Tquire  would  be  fo  kind  to  me, 
has  juf^fent  me  a  large  nice  minced 
pie  againft  to-morrow j  oh,  no,  faid 
G  Selina* 
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Selina,  we  would  not  rob  you  of  it 
for  the  world  ;  oh,  do  not  talk  of 
fobbing,  Mifs,,  faid  the  poor  woman, 
for  I  am  fure  it  will  do  me  more 
good  to  ice  you  eat  it,  than  to  eat 
it  myfelf ;  and  according  me  fpread 
a  nice  white  looking  napkin  oa  the 
table,  and  produced  the  pie,  which 
George  protefled  mould  not  be  cut, 
uniefs  Mrs.  Goddard  would  divide 
it  in  four,  and  lit  down  and  eat  with 
them,  which  me  reluctantly  confent- 
ed  to ;.  and  pray,  Mrs.  Goddard, 
faid  George,  how  many  fcholars  have 
you  ?  thirty,  Sirr  laid  ihe,  and  though 
I  fay  it,  thirty  as  good  children,  and 
who  know  their  duty  as  well  as  any 
mthin  thirty  parifhes  of  us ;  and  fo 

they 
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they  may  well,  replied  George,  for 

I 

I  will  be  bound  to  fay,  you  take 
pains  to  teach  it  them  ;  thank  you 
matter  for  your  good  opinion,  and  I 
believe  the  'fquire  and  madam  too 
are  pretty  well  fatisfied  with  them  $ 
however^  Sir,  you  will  fee  them  to- 
morrow, and  I  hope  you  will  not 
diink  I  have  faid  too  much  in 
their  praife  j  I  quite  long  for  to-mor- 
row's coming,  I  affure  you,  faid  all 
of  them,  but  pray  come  early; 
which  Mrs.  Goddard  promifed,  and 
the  children  took  their  leave, 

As  foon  as   they  got  out  of  the 
lioufe,  George  took  each  of  his  fitters 
by  the  hand,  and  faid,  I  want  to  afk 
G  2  your 
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V. 

your  advice  ;  yoy  mufc  know,  that 
papa  has  given  me  half  a  guinea,  and 
1  have  been  thinking  I  fhould  like 
to  fpend  part  of  it  upon  thefe  chil- 
dren; I  fhould  like  to  call  at  the 
bakers  and  order  thirty  two-penny 
plum  buns,  and  when  they  go  away 
to-morrow  evening  give  one  to  each  ; 
oh,  what  a  happy  thought,  they 
both  exclamed,  how  it  .will  delight 
them  :  accordingly  they  called  at  the 
bakers  and  -befpoke  the  buns,  and 
then  returned,  home. 

Well,  papa,  faid  George,  as  he 
entered  -the  Ftudy,  where  is  ihc 
gentleman  who  wanted  you?  the 
gentleman,  replied  Mr.  Adams,  is  in 

the 
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the  kitchen,  it  was  your  mamma's 
brother's  old  fervant,  Edward,  but 
what  do  you  think  he  came  for, 
George  ?  I  cannot  tell  indeed,  papa, 
perhaps  to  fay  my  uncle  would 
come  and  fpend  the  Chriflmas  with 
us  y  no,  not  exactly  fo,  but  to 
beg  that  we  would  fpend  it  with 
him  ;  and  to  intreat  that  I  will 
fet  off  to-morrow  morning,  as  he 
has  an  old  college  companion  of 
mine,  who  mud  leave  him  in  a 
day  or  two,  but  who  is  very  de- 
firous  of  feeing  me.  And  will  you 
go,  papa,  faid  ail  the  children  eager- 
ly ;  why,  your  mamma  wiihes  it,  fo  I 
believe  Ifhall,  replied  Mr.  Adams ,  they 
all  exprefled  their  delight  at  this  in- 
G  3  tended 
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tended  expedition:  oh,  but  the- 
poor  Sunday  fchool  children,  faid 
George,  what  will  they  do  ?  the 
houfe-keeper,  replied  Mr.  Adams, 
will  attend  ta  them  the  fame,  as 
if  we  were  at  home  j  that  will 
fettle  the  affair  comfortably,  faid 
George,  and  away  he  flew  to  Mrs. 
Harrifon  ta  tell  her  of  his  plan 
with  the  buns,  and  giving  her 
five  fhillings,  begged  me  would  pay 
for  them. 

The  next  morning  the  coach  was 
at  the  door  by  eight  o'clock,  when 
Mr.  Mrs.  Adams  and  the  children 
fet  out  for  Moreton  Abbey,  the 
feat  of  Mrs.  Adams's  brother. 
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$  T  O  R  Y      V. 

A  T  a  fmall  village  in-  one  of  the 
jnoffc  romantic  fpots  in  Cum- 
berland, lived  a  Mr.  Berry,  the  worthy 
re&or  of  the  parifh  in  which  he 
refided  j  he  was  a  man  that  poiTeiTed 
every  qualification  that  could  call 
forth  the  love  and  refpect  of  his 
pariihoners,  and  he  was  perfectly 
venerated  by  them  j  in  Mrs.  Berry 
fhone  all  the  milder  virtues  that 
could  adorn  a  feminine  character ; 
though  their  fortune  was  fmall,  yet, 
G4  by 
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byftrift  economy,. they  were  enabled 
to  do  a  thoufand  benevolent  actions, 
and  the  poor  never  applied  for  relief 
-in  vain. 

Mr.  Berry  had  two  fons,  the  eldeft 
a  boy  about  fourteen,  pofTefTed  a 
fweetnefs  of  difpofition  that  was 
captivating,  and  to  this  was  united, 
am  oft  unbounded  deiire  for  the  at- 
tainment of  knowledge;  from  a  child, 
lie  habituated  himfelf  to  reile^l  upon 
every  circumfbmce  that  ftruck  him 
as  wonderful,  and  this  habit  had  the 
happiefl  efFett  in  forming  his  judg- 
ment ;  George,  the  youngeft,  withla 
natural  good  heart,  occasioned  his 
parents  many  hours  of  anxiety,  for  - 

he 
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hewasfo  dreadfully   indoknt,    that 
.neither  punifhment,    or  perfuafion, 
could  make  him  apply,  yet  his  affec- 
tions were  warm,  and  his  heart  ten- 
der ;  and  he  always  felt  a  degree  of 
remorfe,  when  he  witneffed  the   un- 
eafinefs   he    occafioned    his    father; 
though  he  had  not  refolution  to  cor- 
rect thofe  faults,  he  lamented  poffef- 
ing ,   Edward  was  delighted  to  im- 
part to  his  brother  that  knowledge 
he  had  obtained  by  application  ;  but 
if  any   circumftance  was   not  quite 
clear  to  George's  comprehenfion,  he 
Always  doubted  the  fact ;   and  if  the 
relation  ilruck  him  as  at  all  marvel- 
lous, he  either  flatly  contradicted  the 
poffibility  of  it,  or  walked  away  hum- 
ming; 
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ming  a  tune,  as  much  as  to  fay,  make 
me  believe  it  if  you  can  ;  in  fhort, 
he  carried  this  incredulity  of  difpo- 
lition  to  the  moft  provoking  degree, 
and  a  temper  lefs  gentle  than  Ed- 
ward's would  have  been  conilantly 
teazed  by  it ;  but  with  the  moft 
philofophic  calmnefs,  he  ufed  to  try 
to  convince  him  he  was  wrons:.  It 

o 

was  the  cuflom  of  the  brothers  to 
rife  early  and  walk  before  breakfaft, 
and  one  lovely  morning,  on  the  firfl 
of  April,  they  chanced  to  ramble  to 
a  fpot  where  two  wood-men  were 
engaged  in  felling  a  large  elm  tree, 
they  flopped  to  view  the  body  fepa- 
rated  from  the  roots  that  fupported 
it,  and  Edward  was  aftonimed  at 

obferving 


EVENING    RECREATIONS.        9! 

obferving  a  large  toad  crawl  from  a 
fmall  cavity  in  the  folid  part  of  the 
tree,  and  the  wood-cutters  expreffect 
as  much  furprife,  but  George  per- 
feclly  laughed  at  what  he  termed 
his  brother's  folly,,  in  believing  it 
poflible  that  any  creature  could  have 
exifted  without  the  aid  of  external 
air  ;  why,  you  goofe>  faid  he  to  Ned  * 
do  not  you  know  that  it  is  the  firil  of 
April,  and  thofe  fellows  I  dare  fay 
have  often  heard  that  you  amufe 
yourfelf  with  finding  out  the  virtues 
of  an  old  dry  flick,  or  the  qualities  of 
a  flint  flone  j  and  fo  they  had  a  mind 
to  make  a  fool  of  you  by  contriving 
to  pop  the  toad  in  a  hole  of  the  tree 
that  you  might  puzzle  your  brain  for 

a  week 
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a  week  in  conjecturing  how  it  came 
there  ;  Ned  fmiled  at  this  idea  of 
*his  brother's,  but  as  he  walked  along, 
.,  his  mind  was  intent  upon  tracing 
'  the  poffibility  of  the  reptile  by  any 
means  having  made  a  paiiage  to  fuch 
a  fituation  $  but  thought  that  impof- 
fible,  as  the  tree  was  perfectly  folid  ; 
he  determined  to  apply  to  his  father  for 
information  on  that  point ;  and  there- 
fore made  the  heft  of  his  way  home 
for  that  purpofe,  but  George  amufed 
himfeif  with  fauntering  along,  and 
throwing  ftones  into  the  lake  on  the 
banks  of  which  he  was  walking  ; 
Mr.  Berry  met  his  fons  at  the  end  of 
the  garden,  and  Ned  informed  him 
of  the  aftonifhment  the  fight  of  a 
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toad  in  fuch  a  fituation  had  excited  ; 
the  circumflance,  my  dear  boy,  faicl 
Mr.  Berry,  is  not  common,  -and  f 
never  witnefTed  it,  but  I  can  explain 
its  caufe,  for  the  egg  rnifft  have  fallen 
through  fome  of  the  pores  of  the  tree, 
and  the  creature  have  been  hatched 
in  that  habitation:  but  when  i  was  IB 
the  harbour  of  Toulon,  I  faw  a  cir- 
cumftance  cf  a?nmilar  nature,  whick 
'was  "no  other  than  <-foiall  fifli  of  an 
e-xquifite  flavour  taken  out  of  a  folid 
mafs  of  ftone,  and  .  the  fpawn  mufi: 
••have  been  laid  in  the  earth,  or  mudi 
of  which  afterwards  the  ftone  was 
jformed ;  well,  faid  Mr.  Berry,  George 
do  you  believe  the  tfuth  of  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  ?*  I  hardly  know,  pap% 

replied 
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replied  George,  whether  I  do  or  not, 
though  if  you  really  faw  thtfijh  taken 
out  of  the  Jlone^  I  Trmft  believe  it  ; 
perhaps,  continued  Mr,  Berry,  as 
you  doubt  the  poflibility  of  a  toad 
receiving  nourifhment  from  the  fap 
of  a  tree,  and  flfh  from  ftones,  you 
may  not  credit  a  matter  of  fact 
*vhich  has  been  well  authenticated, 
and  this  is  no  other  than  that  many 
of  our  fellow  creatures  have  abfolutley 
•owed  their , existence  to  a  bread  made 
from  earth  ;  for  you  muft  know,  that 
in  the  German  wars,  the  foldiers 
were  fo  dreadfully  diftrefTed  for  pro- 
vifions,  that  from  a  hill  in  Lufatia 
they  formed  the  earth  into  bread, 
for  they  had  obferved,  that  when  the 

fun 
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fun  had  heated  it,  it  cracked  and 
imall  white  globules  of  a  kind  of 
meal  proceeded  from  them,  and  of 
thefe  they  made  their  bread  -,  and  I 
have  alfo  heard  that  at  Catalonia  in 
Spain,  the  fame  kind  of  earth  is 
found  -,  but  my  dear  George,  if  you 
have  a  grain  of  affeclion  for  me,  let 
me  intreat  you  to  fubdue  the  natural 
incredulity  of  difpofition,  and  never 
doubt  the  poffibilify  of  athing  becaufe 
you  have  not  capacity  to  comprehend 
k:  but  fet  about  improving  your 
mind,  and  then  circumftances  that 
now  appear  wonderful  will  no  longer 
be  fo,  for  then  you  will  be  able  to 
trace  their  courfe  ;  yes,  papa,  fa'id 
George,  but  would  it  not  be  very 

foolifli 
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fooilm  to  believe  every  marvellous 
tale  that  one  heard  merely  becaufe 
it  was  out  of  the  common  way  ; 
certainly,  replied  Mr.  Berry,  but  I 
do  not  advife  that  to  get  out  of  one 
extreme,  you  fhould  run  into  an- 
other :  -a  very  credulous  character  is 
generally  a  very  weak  one ;  and  a 
very  incredulous  difpofition,  is  gene- 
Tally  united  to  obftinacy  and  felf 
-conceit  j  but  there  is  a  happy  medium 
between  the  two,  George,  which  I 
•think  with  a  little  pains  you  might 
attain  j  but,  I  am  forgetting  that 
your  mother  is  waiting  breakfaft  fojr 
us  all  this  time,  and  fo  let  us  make 
the  bell  of  our  way  home. 

The 
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'    The  next  morning  the  boys  again 
left  their  beds  at  an   early  hour,   to 
enjoy  their  accuftomed  ramble,  and 
9--s  they  walked  on  the  fide  of  a  hedge 
they  perceived  a  viper  extended  ia 
the  (hade   it   afforded,    Ned  had  a 
thick  mort   ftlc,k   in  his  hand,  and 
aiming  a  blow  at  it,  inflantly  laid  it 
lifelefs  at  his : feet  ;   Lthought  Ned, 
faid  George,  you  made  a 'point  never 
to  take  away  the  life  of  any  creature; 
neither  would   I    for  the  world,  .re- 
plied .Ned,  htfrt  any  -thing   that    was 
hafmlefs,  but  look  at  this  little  bag 
under   its     tongue;    it     contains    a 
poifonotis  liquor,  my  dear  fellow,  that 
would  foon  do  your  bufmefs ;   for  i?f 
$~ou  had  but  a  fli-gh't  wound  and  vras  to 
H  rub 


$#       EVENING    HECREATICNS. 

rub  the  part  with  it,  its  effect  would 
in  all  probability  be  the  death  of  you  ; 
come,  Mr.  Philofopher,  faid  George, 
do  not  hum-bug  me,  that  won't  do, 
for  I  have  heard  people  eat  vipers, 
and  I  would  eat  that  for  fix-pence  ; 
and  fo  you  might  very  fafely,  faid 
Ned,  if  you  did  not  touch  the  head 
part ;  and  a  boy  at  our  fchool  told 
me,  that  when  his  mamma  was 
thought  to  be  in  a  confumption,  the 
phyficians  ordered  her  broth  made  of 
them  ;  I  mould  like  however,  faid 
George,  to  try  whether  what  you  tell 
me  about  the  poifon  is  true,  and  I 
have  a  great  mind  to  rub  a  little  of 
it  on  my  thumb  which  I  cut  yefter- 
day  5  forheaven's  fake,  faid  Ned,  give 

me 
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the  viper,  and  do  not  terrify  me 
with  the  ideaof  your  being  fo  foolifh. 
At  this  moment  Mrs.  Berry  called 
Edward,  and  he  flew  to  obey  the 
iummons;  no  (boner  was  Ned  out  of 
iight  than  George  determined  making 
the  experiment,  and  accordingly 
rubbed  his  thumb  with  the  contents 
of  the  bag  j  Mrs.  Berry  had  called 
Edward  to  walk  with  her,  to  fee  a 
fervant  who  had  formerly  lived  with 
them,  but  who  was  very  ill ;  George 
joined  the  party,  but  had  not  walked 
a  great  way  before  he  began  to  feel 
his  thumb  very  painful  ;  1  am  lure, 
tny  dear  George,  faid  Edward,  look- 
ing at  him,  you  are  not  well;  do  but 
fobferve  mamma,  he  looks  as  pale  as 
H  2  death, 
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-death,  pale  indeed,  faid  Mrs.  Berry, 
quite  alarmed,  what  is  the  matter 
.my  beloved  boy  ?  oh,  do  not  fright- 
>cn  yourfelf  mamma,  faid  George, 
I  am  only  a.  little  fick,  and  it  will 
prefently  go  off.  We  will  return 
however,  faid  Mrs.  Berry,  my  love* 
and  do  lean  upon  my  arm  ;  let  me 
rrun  on  to  the  apothecary's  mamma* 
faid  Ned,  for  I  am  fure  he  is  very  ill  j 
it  was  with  difficulty  poor  George 
-could  get  home,  the  pain  of  his 
thumb  was  fo  intenfe ;  Ned  had  found 
Mr.  Freeman  at  home,  and  he 
Arrived  at  Mr,  Berry's  juft  before 
Mrs.  Berry  and  George  ;  no  fooner 
had  he  feen  his  patient  than  he  looked 
*}uite  alarmed  at  the  appearance  of 

him, 
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him,  but  the  moment  George  con* 
fefTed  his  folly,  he  defired  Mrs.  Berry 
riot  to  diftrefs  herfelf,  for  that  there 
would  be  nothing  to  apprehend  if 
her  fon  confented  immediately  to 
have  the  thumb  amputated ;  George 
declared  he  would  fubmit  to  any 
thing  without  complaining,  but  that 
he  fliould  never  forgive  himfelf  for 
having  been  the.  occafion  of  fuch 
terror  to  his  mamma  and  brother.  He 
never  fo  much  as  faid  oh  !  when  the 
operation  was  performed,, and  when- 
ever George  ufed  to  expreis  his  fears 
that  his  hand  was  in  pain,  my  dear 
Ned,  he  would  fay,  .do  not  pity  me, 
I  deferve  ten  times  more  than  what- 
I  endure;,  but  it  fhall  be  a  leiTon 
H  3  through; 
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through  the  whole  of  my  life,  and  f6 
it  proved  :  for  from  this  period,  he  fet 
about  conquering  the  little  infirmity 
•ot  his  difpofition  and  became  a 
amiable  young  man* 
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STORY     YU 


\  S  Mrs.  Manfel  was  one  evening 
•*<  •**  pointing  out  to  her  children 
the  beauty  of  the  fetting  fun,  their 
attention  was  called  from  admiring 
that  luminary,  by  the  tears  of  a 
child  who  was  bewailing  the  lois  of 
a  jug,  which  from,  an  unlucky  acci- 
dent, me  had  broken ;  my  poor 
child,  faid  Fanny  Manfel,  do  not 
diftrefs  yourfelf  fo  much  about  the 
lofs  of  your  jug,  I  will  give  you  fix- 
pence  to  buy  another  >  thank  you 
H4  "kindly 
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kindly  Mifs,  replied  the  little  girl, 
hut  I  am  grieved  about  the  milk,  for 
I  do  not  know  where  to  buy  anyv 
and  mammy  wants  it  f§r  the  poor 
baby  whofe  mother  is  dying  at  our 
houfe.  Mrs.  Manfel,  whofe  heart 
was  ever  open  to  the  emotion?  of 
companion,  infrantly  enquired  the 
hiftory  of  the  poor  woman  ;  I  do  not 
knoxv  any  thing  about  her,  faid  the 
child,  cmiy  that  me  is  very  bad,  very 
poor,  and  very  friendlefs,  and  it  is' 
very  Shocking  to  fe-e  her;  oh  mamma, 
faid  the  children,  do  let  us  fend  her 
fome  money  by  this  little  girl;  had 
We  not  better  go  and  fee  her  my' 
dears  ?  faid  Mrs.  Manfel ;  no,  mam- 
flia,  replied  Fanny,  do  not  let  *us  fee- 

her* 
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her,  for  it  will* (hock  us  fo  very  much  j 

my  dear  Fanny,  returned  Mrs.  Man- 

fel,.  I  hope    and    believe  that   you 

jiave     a,   feeling  heart,    but    to    a 

perfon  who  did  not  know  you  as  well 

as  I  dc,  you  would  appear  to  have  ^ 

veryfelfifh  one,  for  to  avoid  the  paia 

the  fight  of  diftrefs  would   oecafion 

you,  you  are  charitable  but  by  halves  j 

befides,,you  heard  the- poor  creature 

was  friendlefs  ;    and  a  few   words    of 

fymphathy,  to  fuch  a  fufferer,   may 

be  more  foothing  to  her  mind,   than 

all  the  comforts  your  piarfe   might; 

be  able  to  procure  her  body ;  indeed, 

ftiamrna,  faid  Fanny,  I  never  thought 

Of  that,  but  I  will  run  dire&ly  and  try 

•to  comfort  her  5  we  will  all  go,  con* 

tinued 
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tiftued  Mrs.  Manfel,  and  this  little 
girl  fhall  conduct  us  to  her  cottage, 
and  then  me  fhall  buy  her  jug ; 
when  they  arrived  at  Mrs.  Crofts, 
I  hear,  faid  Mrs.  Manfel,  you  have  an 
unfortunate  ftranger  at  your  houfe, 
who  is  very  ill,  and  I  am  come  to 
know  if  I  can  render  her  any  fervice  j 
blefs  you  madam  for  your  kind  in- 
tention, faid  the  woman,  but  the 
poor  foul,  whoever  me  was,  wants  no 
more  kindnefs  from  any  of  us :  but 
what  is  to  become  of  the  poor  babe 
Ihe  has  left  behind  God  knows  ! 
if  I  could  afford  it,  I  would  never 
part  from  it ;  do,  faid  Mrs.  Man- 
fel, tell  me  who  this  unfortu- 
Date  woman  was  ?  why,  madam, 

returned 
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returned  Mrs.  Crofts,  I  will  tell 
all  I  know  about  her  :  laft  night  as  I 
-was  getting  my  hufband's  fupper 
after  he  carne  tired  from  work,  I 
heard  a  lump  againft  our  door,  what 
is  that  John,  faid  I  ?  fome  unlucky 
boy  or  other,  faid  he  I  fuppofe,  but 
never  mind  him,  the  next  mo- 
ment we  heard  a  groan,  and  run- 
ning to  the  door,  we  faw  a  poor 
young  creature  lay  with  a  child 
fattened  round  her  waift,  about  a 
month  old  i  at  firft  we  thought  her 
dead,  but  I  warmed  fome  vinegar 
and  held  under  her  nofe,  and  my 
huiband  he  kept  rubbing  her  hands 
and  feet  till  at  laft  me  opened  her 
eyes,  and  fo  then  I  heated  a  drop  of 

elder 
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elder  wine  that  madam  at  the  par* 
fonage  houfe  had  given  me,  and  put 
a  little  to  her  mouth,  but  the  poor 
foul  could: not  fwallow  it:  fhe  made 
a  fign  for  me  to  put  the  child  on 
tlie-bed  by  her,,  and  fhe  preffed  nt  to 
her  bofom  and  fighed  as  if  her  heart 
would  brake  ;  it  would. have  melted  a 
heart  of  {lone  to  have  feen  her,  and 
I  cried  over  her  like  a  child.  Though 
fhe  could  not  fpeak,  fhe  was  very 
fenfible'j  and  when  me  faw  how 
mortally  I  was  grieved,  flie  took  my 
hand  and'kifTedit,  and  then  pointed 
up  to  heaven  as  much  as  to  fay,  God 
would  make  me  amends  for  my  good* 
'nefs ;  but  it  muft  have  been  a  fad 
hard  heart-  that  would  iiot  Jiavc 

been 
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been  kind  to  fuch  a  young  helplefs* 
creature ;  foon  after  fhe  fell  a  fleep^ 
and  fo  madam  fhe  lay  until  about 
half  an  hour  ago,  when,  fhe  went  off 
like  a  lamb.  I  wifli  I  could  find  out 
who  fhe  was,  or  were  fhe  came  from, 
but  fhe  had  nothing  about  her  that 
Could  inform  me,  <  though  I  ,  am  fure 
fhe  has  feeh  better  days  j  and  as  to 
the  child,  it  is  the  fweetefl  babe  that 
ever  was  fet  eyes  on.  My  good  worthy 
woman,  faid .  Mrs.  Manfel,  though: 
my  heart  is  pained  by  the  fufferings, 
of  the  poor  unknown,  it  is  delighted 
to  find  fuch  fentiments  of  true  bene-. 
volence  in  fo  humble  a  fituation  j 
as  for  the  haplefs  flranger,  I  will  take 
care  file  mall  be  laid  decently  in  the: 

grave  ^ 
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grave.  And  I  will  endeavour  to 
(apply  the  place  of  a  mother  to 
the  poor  little  orphan,  for  Pro- 
tidence  has  bleffed  me  with  an 
ample  fortune,  and  I  feel  adelightful 
fatisfaction  when  I  can  relieve  the 
diftrelTes  of  my  fellow  creatures,  and 
as  you  have  acted  fo  humane  a  part 
by  the  mother,  I  am  fure  I  can 
depend  upon  yo^r  acting  a  tender 
one  by  the  child,  therefore  me  mall 
remain  at  nurfe  until  me  is  old 
enough  to  be  received  into  my 
family  ;  when  that  is  the  cafe,  I  am 
fure  my  children  will  be  happy  to 
(hew  her  kindnefs  and  affection ;  oh, 
that  \ve  fhall,  mamma,  they  both 
replied,  and  we  fhall  never  play 

with 
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with  our  dolls  then  ;  you  mufl  not 
only  play  with  her,  fa  id  Mrs.  Man* 
fel,  but  inftru<5r.  her ;  indeed,  I  mean 
to  put  her  intirely  under  your  care^ 
and  you  mufl  work  for  her  alfb ;  we 
will  work  all  day  long  mamma,  faid 
Louifa,  to  make  her  comfortable^ 
poor  little  helplefs  thing ;  indeed,  faid 
Mrs.  Man  fel,.  you  mufl  begin  ;the 
moment  *  you  go  home,  for  Ihe 
mufl  want  clothing,  but  pray  Mrs* 
Crofts  let  us  fee  our  little  ward,  the 
infant  was  immediately  brought,  and 
while  they  careffed  the  unfortunate 
innocent,  they  could  not  help  flied- 
dinga  tear  to  the  memory  of  its 
haplefs  mother  ;  the  children  told 
iheir  mamma  ;they  had  each  five 
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fhillings  in  their  purfes,  which  they 
1-equefted  fhe  would  permit  them  to 
fpend  at  the  linen-drapers  for  the 
Child;  this  was  immediately  complied 
\vith,  and  they  returned  home  xvitfe 
their  bargains,  eager  to  begin  upon 
their  new  employment. 

When  they  entered  the  houfe, 
the  footman  informed  his  miflrefs 
that  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of 
Selby  was  in  the  drawing  room — is 
Stpoffible  ! — exclaimed  Mrs.  Man- 
fel ;  oh,  my  uncle— my  clear  uncle, 
faid  the  children,  running  before 
Their  mamma  and  -embracing  him** 
Kvheri  Mrs.  ManfePs  joy  was  a  little 
abated  at  the "  unexpeded  arrival  of 

her 
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"her  brother  ;  my  dear  George,  faid 
flie,  I  rvever  fuffer  'my  own  happinefs 
to  break  in  upon-that  ©f  others,  and 
therefore  I-know  you  will  excufe  me 
for  half  an  hour,  when  I  tell  you 
that  I  am  quite  -the  village  doftrefs, 
and  that  one  of  my  poor  patients 
has  fent  to  beg  to  fee  me  ;  my 
dear  Charlotte,  {aid  Mr.  Selby, 
pray  do  not  treat  me  as  a  ftranger, 
but  follow  the  dilutes  of  your 
own  benevolent  heart,  without  hav- 
ing any  idea  of  ceremony;  and 
Fanny  and  Louifa  muft  tell  me  all 
they  have  done  and  feen  in  my  ab- 
fence ;  I  do  not  think,  uncle,  laid  the 
-children,  we  (hall  be  able  to  enter- 
tain you  much,  for  we  have  not 
I  feen 
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feen  a  great  deal,  though  we  are  juft 
now  come  out  of  Derbyshire,  as  my 
mamma  has  been  to  Buxton  for  the 
ufe  of  the  waters  ;  I  fuppofe  you 
know,  Sir,  that  the  fprings  are  warm 
at  that  place  ?  I  never  was  there, 
faid  Mr.  Selby,  and  beg  you  will  tell 
me  what  occaiions  the  warmth  ;  mam- 
ma informed  me,  it  was  from  the 
waters  meeting  in  their  fubterraneous 
paiTage  with  beds  either  of  coal,  ful- 
phur,  iron,  or  amber,  all  of  which 
are  of  an  inflamatrc  nature  ;  and  Ihe 
faid,  that  when  me  was  at  Brofeley  in 
Shropftiire,  (he  faw  .a  tea  kettle  boiled 
in  ten  minutes  over  what  they 
termed  a  burning  well ;  well,  faid 
Mr.  Selby,  and  what  is  there  re- 
markable 
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markable  befides  thefewarmfprings? 
oh,  we  went  to  the  Peak,  and  had  a 
fine  view  from  its  top,  and  we  went 
to  Elden-hole,  and  there  Louifa  was 
foich  a  goofe,  (he  was  afraid  even 
to  look  down  it :  and  we  could 
not  perfuade  her  to  venture  into 
Pool's-hole  ;  but  mamma  and  I  did, 
and  you  cannot  think,  uncle,  how 
beautiful  the  petrified  water  looked, 
as  it  hung  from  the  fides  of  the 
cavern,  when  the  light  from  the 
guide's  candles  Ihone  upon  them  ; 
but,  I  tell  you  what  we  have  feen, 
uncle,  which  I  liked  much  better 
than  any  thing  in  Derby  (hire,  laid 
JLouifa,  and  that  was,  the  King's 
Proceffion  io  St.  Pauls ;  oh,  it  was 
I  z  a  very 
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a  very  fine  fight,  and  every  body  was 
fo  happy  to  fee  him  well  again:  for 
you  know,  uncle,  every  body  loves  the 
King  ;  but  I  thought  it  very  odd  of 
mamma;  for,  when  hiscoach  paffed,  I 
faw  the  tears  fall  from  her  eyes,  and 
when  I  afked  what  occafioned  it,  (lie 
faid  pleafure\  but,  for  my  part,  J 
always  laugh  when  I  am  pleafed. 

IF  you   like  aproceflion,    Louita, 

faid   Mr.     Selby,   you  mould  have 

been  with   me  at   Palermo,  for  you 

muftknow  that    the   Sicelians  have 

an  annual  gala  in   honour  of    their 

favourite  Saint ;  and  on  this  day  (he 

is  drawn  in  the  greateft  pomp  through 

the  principal   ftreets  of  Palermo  in 

^a  triumphal 
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a  triumphal  car,  feventy  feet  long 
and  eighty  high;  the  front  is  an- 
oval  form,  with  feats  like  a  play- 
houfe,  which  are  filled  by  a  numer- 
ous band  of  muficians ;  over  this 
orcheftre  is  a  high  dome  raifed  upon 
pillars,  on  which  is  placed  a  large 
filver  ftatue  of  the  figure  of  St.  Rofo-, 
lia,  the  whole  is  adorned  with  a 
number  of  Saints  and  Angels,  and: 
decorated  with  orange  trees,  flower 
potsr  £c.  it  is  drawn  by  fifty-fix  mules; 
richly  caprifoned,  and  driven  ,by< 
twenty-eight  poftilions,  drefled  in 
gold  and  filver  fluffs,  with  large 
plumes  of  oflrich  feathers  in  their 
hats;  oh,  my  dear  uncle,  faid  Louifa,/ 
that  J  was  but  St.  Rofolia,  to  ride  iru 
Ij  fuch 
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fiich  a  fine  car  ;  well,  but  this  is  not 
all,  replied  Mr.  Selby,  for  this 
•wonderful  proceflion  is  fucceeded  by 
the  mofl  beautiful  illumination  you 
-ever  beheld,  and  fire  works  more 
fplendid  than  you  can  imagine,  in' 
fhort,  for  four  days,  there  is  a  con- 
tinuation, and  a  variety  of  the  mofl 
fhowy  amufements ;  well  uncle,  con- 
tinued Louiia,  if  you  love  us,  and 
ever  go  to  Palermo  again,  only  afk 
mamma  to  let  us  go  with  you,  for  I 
would  give  my  ears  for  a  fight  of  that 
dear  Saint  who  makes  fo  many  people 
happy;  I  wifhed  for  you,  I  allure 
you,  replied  Mr.  Selby,  and  fo  I  did 
when  I  walked  in  the  orange  groves 
fct  Malta,  for  the  fruit  is  finer  than 

any 
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any  I  ever  tafted  ;  I  wifh  you  haxf 
brought  fome  with  you  then,  uncle,* 
faid  Fanny  ;  I  would  have  done  it 
with  pleafure,  my  clear  girl,  returned 
Mr.  Selby,  but  they  are  fo  lufcious  a 
fruit,  and  the  rind  isfo  much  thinner 
than  the  Spanifh  oranges  that  they 
would  have  been  fpoiled  in  the  jour* 
ney  ;  however,  I  brought  you  fome- 
thing  from  Malta  ;  though,  perhaps, . 
not  a  very  elegant  prefent  for  a  young 
lady,  but  I  wifhed  to  compare  them 
with  the  Englifh  manufacture,  for 
you  are  to  know  that  the  peo- 
ple of  Malta  pride  themfelves 
upon  having  brought  their  cotton 
{lockings  to  much  greater  perfection 
than  any  other  country  5  and  this 
I  4  may 
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may  be  accounted  for  by  the  different? 
growth  of  the  plant  j  plant,  uncle  ! 
—why  I  thought  k  was  a  tree — » 
the  cotton  that-  comes  from  the  Eaft- 
Jndies,  continued  Mr.  Selby,  is  from- 
a  tree;,  but  at  Malta,,  it  is  a-  plant* 
about  a  foot  and  halt"  high,  covered 
•with  pods  full  of  cotton  and  capable 
of  being  worked  into  the  fined  tex- 
ture. I  fhould  like  to.  go  to  Malta 
very  well>.  faid  Louifa,.  but  not  halt' 
fa  well  as  Palermo;  for  my  part, 
replied  Mr.  Selby,  the  hnpreflion  1 
felt  when  I  entered  the  canal  of  Malta,. 
•will  never  be  effaced  from  my  remem- 
brance ;  it  was  one  of  thofe  nights, 
Fanny,  that  1  dare  fay  you  have  often 
heard  your  mamma  admire,,  the  mooa 

(hone 
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flione  with  unufual  brightnefs,  and 
theluflreof  its  beams,  played  upon 
the  fmooth  furface  of  the  water,  the 
firmament  was  befpangjed  with  in- 
numerable ftars,  and  the  furrounding 
coafb  was  wonderfully  pifturefque," 
the  failors  were  fmging  the  mid- 
night hyrrm  fo  the  Virgin,  and  keep- 
ing time  with  their  oars.  Well, 
Louifa,  faid  Fanny,  would  not  you 
rather  have  been,  on  the  canal  at 
Malta,  than  feeing  the  proceflion  of 
St.  Rofolia?  no,,  to  be  fure  I  would 
not,  replied  Louifa,  and  for  one  ride 
in  St.  Rofolia's  car,  I  would  not  mind . 
if  I  never  faw  moon,  ftars,  or  water, 
through  my  whole  life. 

Mrs. 
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Mrs,  Manfel  now  returned,  well, 
{aid  flie,  how  much  work  has  been 
done  ?  are^the  things  almoflfinifhed? 
rio,  mamma,  replied  Fanny,  we  have 
been  attending  to  our  uncle,  who 
has  been  giving  us  fome  very  pleafing 
information,  but  now,  if  you  approve 
it,  we  will  go  and  work  Up  flairs,  and 
then  we  fhall  not  have  any  thing  to 
take  off  our  attention  ;  by  all  means, 
faid  Mrs  Manfel,  and  pray  remem- 
ber that  the  poor  helplefs  babe  can- 
not enjoy  the  comfort  of  frefh  cloth* 
ing  until  your  work  is  complete ; 
when  they  got  into  their  apartment, 
they  found  Mrs.  Manfel's  woman  and 
the  houfe-keeper  very  bufy  in  cut- 
ting out  complete  fets  of  baby-linen, 

they 
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they  therefore  requefled  their  affift^ 
ance  iii  contriving  the  things  they 
had  bought,  to  the  beft  advantage  ;• 
and  they  all  fat  down  to  try  who 
could  evince  the  great  eft  kindnefs 
to  the  child,  by  working  the  hardeft; 
before  bed- time,  there  was  a  frock y 
fhirt,  cap  and  night-gown,  quite 
complete,  and  Mrs.  Hardy,  thehoufe- 
keeper,  fet  off  with  them  to  Mrs. 
Crofts  ;  and  the  next  morning,  Mrs. 
Manfel  promifed  they  mould  go  and 
fee  the  little  girl  dreffed  in  them; 
the  children  arofe  by  fix  o'clock,  and 
when  their  mamma  came  down  to 
breakfaft,  me  was  aftonifhed  to  find 
fo  many  articles  complete,  in  fo  fllort 
a  fpace  of  time  ;  I  hope,  faid  me,  my 

dear 
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dear  girls,  it  is  not  merely  from  its- 
being  a  new  employment,  that  you 
take  fo  much  delight  in-  it,  but  that 
you  will  ever  feel  the  fame-  degree  of 
pleafure,  whenever  you-  can  have  the 
power  of  mewing  kindnefs  to-  the 
little  orphan ;  yes,,  mamma,,  replied 
Louifa,that  lam  fure  we  (hall;  but  da 
pray  order  in  your  chocolate,  for  I  am 
quite  impatient  to  fee  it^butyournuft 
ejideavour  to  fubdue  this  nairural  im- 
patience of  difpoiition,  Louifa,  conti- 
nued Mrs.  Manfel^and  byway  of  giving 
you  an  opportunity  of  doing  it,  I  muft 
tell  you,,  that  the  chocolate  is  not 
boiled  enough,  and  therefore  you 
canrTot  go  to  breakfaft  this  half 
hour  \  J  wifh,  faid  Louifa,,  they  made 

chocolate 
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chocolate  as  they  do  tea,  but  -pray, 
mamma,  is  there  a  chocolate  ftree? 
chocolate,  replied  Mrs.  Marifel/is  a 
pafle  made  From  the  -cocoa-nut, 
which  is  a  tree  that  flourifhes  in 
many  parts,  but  I  believe  it  attains 
the  greateft  degree  of  perfection  in 
the  Weft-Indiei ;  and  pray,  mam- 
•ma,  is  not  coffee  a  fhrub?  coffee  k 
made  from  the  -berries  of  a  4ree,  :  the 
chief  of  it  is  imported  from  Moco,  a 
port  town  in  Afia,  or  fromGrand  Cairo 
,in  Egypt,  and  is  in  itfelf  an  amazing 
branch  of  .commerce. — I  know  mam- 
ma, faid  Louifa,  that  fugar  comes 
out  of  canes;  but  I  want  to  know 
how  they  manage  it  ?  you  muft  know 

n,  that  the  plant  rifes  about  nine 

or 
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or  ten  feet  high  ancHt  is  jointed;  they 
therefore  .cut  the  cane  from  thefe 
joints  (and  there  is  very  foon  a  fuc- 
cefiion  of  new  {hoots  from  them)  and 
when  they  have  flopped  the  reed 
from  their  leaves,  they  are  tied  up 
in  bundles  and  fent  to  a  fugar  mill, 
and  by  the  weight  of  a  great  roller, 
broken  in  pieces,  the  juce  runs  into 
pans  which  are  fet  ready  to  receive 
it,  and  after  a  procefs  of  boiling,  it 
is  put  into  cafks  and  exported,  but 
it  is  refined  and  made  into  loaves 
after  it  arrives  in  England. 

•  The  fervant  now  brought  inbreak- 
fail,  and  with  it  a  little  jar  of  new 
honey,  which  he  faid,  Mrs.  Crofts 

had 
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had  fent,  with  her  duty  to  the  young 
ladies  5 1  think,  faid  Mrs,  Manfel,  ther$ 
feems  to  be  as  many  amiable  pointy 
in  that  poor  woman's  character  :as  I 
ever  met  with ;  that  me  is  induftrious, 
we  may  judge  from  the  appearance 
of  every  thing  around  her;  that 
me  has  humanity  and  tendernefs,  we 
have  witnefTed,  and  her  little  prefent 
to  you,  convinces  me  me  is  grateful  j 
but,  mamma,  faid  Fanny,  mould  not 
we  offer  to  pay  her  for  the  honey  ? 
by  no  means,  returned  her  mamma, 
you  would  fenfibly  pain  her  .by  fuch 
an  ad,  for,  depend  upon  it,  me  is 
really  gratified  by  the  idea  of  proving 
that  (he  is  grateful,  and  me  means  it 
as  an  act  ofkindnefs  to  you;  you  mail 

make 
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make  her  amends  by  giving  herfome- 
thing  in  return,  but  not  for  the  world 
would  I  have  you  offerto  pay  for  it ; 
did  I  never  tell  you,  continued  Mrs. 
Manfel,  that  the  bees  in  Africa,  form 
their  h abi tat iornn  the  hollow  of  trees, 
and  that  there  are  people  who  get 
their  livelihood  by  collecting  the 
honey  ;  in  this  employment,  they  are 
affifted  :by  a  little  bird,  called  the 
honey  hunter,  this  little  creature, 
when  it  difcovers  <a  ftorc-houfe,  fits 
upon  the  branch  -of  the  tree,  and 
continues.a  mrill  note  of  cher,  cher, 
until  the  people  arrive,  who  are  -in 
purfuit  of  it ;  -they  then  fly  .away 
to  another  -tree,  and  adopt  the  fame 
plans  and  this  is  an  inftinctive 

jnethod. 
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method,  to  pfreferve   its    own  exif- 
tence,  for  a   little   honey  is  always 
laid  on    the    branches,    by   way  of 
rewarding  its   diligence ;   but    why, 
•itiamma,  faid  Fanny,  could  not  the 
kittle  honey4iu&ter  fly  into  the  hole 
-and  helpitfeif-?   for  the  Tvery  fatne 
Teafon,  my  dear,  that  yoXi  could  not 
put  your  hand  into  a  bee-hive  ;  when 
I  think  what   induflrious>  as   well  as 
ufeftal,   little  Creatures,  bees  are,  I 
cannot  lielp  "'being    fhockefl  wlien  I 
hear  of  thJldren  who  deflroy   them 
through  tnere  wantonnefs  or  cruelty  ! 
but  there  is  no  harm  in  killing  wafps  ? 
mamma,     faid    Louifa ;     t'here     is 
harm  in  every  aft  my  love,  faid  Mrs. 
.-Manfel,  that  tends  to  leflen  the  feel- 
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ings  of  companion ;  and  if  we  can 
habituate  ourfelves  to  the  killing 
.  wafps  without  reflecting  >  that  we  are 
infli£ling  an  agonizing  pang,  I  fear  we 
fhall  have  taken  one  flep  in  the  path 
of  inhumanity,  yet  it  often  becomes 
neceflary  to  kill  them,  or  their  num- 
ber would  hazard  our  own  eafe. 

But  now,  if  you  pleafe,  we  will  vifit 
our  little  charge  3  when  they  arrived 
at  Mrs.  Crofts,  they  heard  the  child 
was  quite  well,  but  a-fleep  ;  they 
drew  back  the  curtain  of  the  cradle 
to  contemplate  the  innocence  and 
beauty  of  its  countenance  ;  oh,  that 
it  was  but  big  enough,  mamma,  to 
Jive  with  us,  faid  Louifa  -,  but  what 

is 
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is  its  name  Mrs.  Crofts  ?    that,  I  do 
not  know  Mifs,  replied  the  woman, 
but    I  fuppofe     madam     will  have 
it  chriflened  ;  oh,  mamma,  faid  the 
'child,  do  let  it  be  called  after  me:,; 
no,  Loaifa,  faid  Fanny,   I   think  it 
ought  to  be   named  'Charlotte;  oh 
yes,  fo  it  fhall,  replied    Louifa  -3  will 
you,  mamma,  have  it  named  after 
you  ;   it  fhall  be  any  name  you  like, 
my  dear  children,  for,  as  I  intend  you 
fliall  have  a  great  deal  to  do  with  its 
education,  I  fhall  let   you  fix  thofe 
-little  points  yourfelves.     Well,   then 
Charlotte  fhall  be   its  name,   Mrs, 
Crofts,  faid  both  the  children  at  once,- 
but,  mamma,  we  muftmakeit  fome- 
thing  fmarter  to  be  chriftened  in, and 
-K  2  -M 
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as  it  is  not  awake,  do  let  us  go  home 
and  begin. 

Accordingly,  the  whole  day  was 
devoted  to  preparations  for  the 
chriftening,  and  when  that  was  over 
there  was  always  Tome  new  employ- 
ment found  neceflary  for  little  Char- 
lotte, they  vifited  her  every  morning, 
and  time  increafed  their  affe&ion 
and  tendernefs  for  the  little  orphan. 
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STORY     VII* 

It  yf  R.  and  Mrs.  Pennington  refided 
upon  a  family  eftate  near 
Exeter,  and  devoted  their  time  to 
the  education  of  their  children  :. 
Emily,  their  eldeft,  was.  in  her  four- 
teenth year  ;  and  Charlotte,  was  one 
year  younger,,  and  poffefTing  one  of 
the  moil  amiable  difpofitions  that  a 
child  could  be  blefled  with*  Unhap- 
pily, Emily,  was  of  a  very  contrary 
nature ;  me  was  proud  to  a  degree 
of  infufferance,  and  was  fo  felfim, 
K  3  that 
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that  all  her  ideas  feemed  to  center  in 
her  own  gratification  ;  in  fhort,  her 
heart  Teemed  incapable  of  a  tender 
or  affectionate  impreffion.  Mr.  Penr 
Bington  had  a  fifter>  married  to  a 
gentleman  of  immenfe  fortune,  who 
refided  during  the  winter  months  in 
London.  This,  lady,  whofe  name 
ivas  Newton,  wrote  to  Mrs*.  Pen- 
nington>  requefting  he*  eldeft  niece 
might  pafs  part  of  the  winter  with 
her;  and  that  when  Emily's  vifit 
terminated,  me  hoped  Charlotte 
might  then  be  permitted  to  fupply 
her  place.  Mrs.  Pennington  was 
averfe  to  this  vifit,  from  the  idea, 
that  the  magnificence  Emily  would 
witnefs  at  her  aunt's  might  increafe 

thai 
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that  pride  me  was  fo  anxious  to  fub- 
due;  but  Mrs.   Newton  was  fo  ur- 
gent in  the  requeft,  that-a  refufal. 
was  impoifible. 

When '  the  morning  arrived   for  • 
Emily's  departure,  Charlotte  joined 
her  lifter  with  eyes  abfolutely  fwollen  ; 
with    weeping ;     which    Emily    ob- 
ferving,   faid,    fo,     Mifs   Charlotte, 
you  have   been   crying,    I  fuppofe,. , 
becaufe  you  are  not  going  to  fee  my 
my  aunt,   though   you   know    that, 
as  I  am  the  eldeft  I  have  a  right  to 
go  firft.   No  indeed,  my  dear  Emily, 
your  going  firft  was   quite   out    of 
thoughts ;    but  this  is,   you  know,  - 
the  firft  time  we  were  ever  feparated, , 
K  4 
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and  I  cannot  help  being  pained  by 
it  i  bu{  as  to  going  to  London,.  I. 
have  no  wiih,  for  I  am  fo  happy  ia 
my  dear  mamma's  company,  that 
I  am  fure  1  can  never  feel  fo  much 
fp  in  any  other  perfons.  What,  faid 
Emily,  have  you  beerv  telling  mam- 
ma this  firie,  canting  tale,  to  make 
her  believe,,  that  your  agec\ion.  is 
fuperior  to  mine  ?  it  is  v$ry  hard* 
Emily,  replied  Charlotte,  that  you 
witf  Always  put  fueh  unkind  con- 
ftru6tion«  upon  my  actions;  and 
juft  at  the  mordent  w.^  are,  going  to 
part,  it  is  really  cruel  £ 

Mrs.,  Penningtorx  now  entered  the 
apartment^  to  tell  Emily  that  t;he 

chariot 
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chariot  was  at  the  door,  and  her 
papa  ready  to  attend  her.  Charlotte 
ran  up  to  her  lifter,  and  embracing 
her  with  the  utmoft  tendernefs,  faid, 
fometimes.  thin,k  of  me*  Emily,  and 
write  to  me,  I  intreat  yoi*,  my  dear 
girl  i  oh,  I  (hall  make  no  promife, 
laid  Emily,  with  the;  moft  mortify- 
ing indifference,  and  giving  her  a 
cold  falute*  ran  dowaftairs ;  me  took 
leave  of  her  mother  with  as  little 
degree  of  tendernefs^  and  jumped 
into  the  carriage  with  as  much  joy, 
as  if  (lie  had  not  left  a.  (ingle  dear 
connection,  behind* 

Mrs.  Pennington's  heart  was  ex- 
quifitely  pained  by  this  proof  of  in- 
difference, 
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difference,  and  the  whole  day,  neither 
herfelf  or  Charlotte  could  rally,  their 
Ipirits;  the  next  morning  when  they 
were  at  breakfaft,  Mrs.  Pennington 
obferved  Charlotte  look  very  abfent, 
what  are  you  thinking  upon,  my 
beloved  girl,  faid  Mrs.  Pennington  ? 
I  was  thinking  mamma,  replied 
Charlotte,  how  much  the  poor  negro's 
endure  to  fupply  us  with  this  article, 
(at  the  fame  time  taking  up  a  lump 
of  fugar)  and  I. have  a  great  mind  to 
leave  off  drinking  it  ;  the  little 
portion  of  fugar  that  you  drink,  Char- 
lotte, can  never  add  to  the  fufferings 
of  thofe  unhappy  people  ;  and  be- 
fides,  they  are  employed  in  a  variety 
of  occupations,  befides  cultivating 

the 
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the  fugar  cane.  I  wonder  mamma, 
continued  Charlotte,  how  long  it -is 
ago,  fince  flavery  was  firft  allowed  ? 
that  is  a  queftion,  replied  Mrs.  Pen- 
nington,  I  cannot  refolve,  but  the 
period  is  very  far  back,  for  the  flory 
of  Jofeph,.in  the  facred  writings,  is  a 
proof  of  it  ;  but  it  is  a  moil  difgrace- 
ful  traffic,  and  {hocking  to  human 
nature  !  pray,,  mamma,  faid  Char- 
lotte, how  are  the  blacks  made  flaves 
of  ?  why,  my  dear^  by  a  variety  of 
methods,  the  children  of  flaves  are 
fo  by  birth  \  for  being  born  in  bon- 
dage they  inftantly  become  the 
property  of  their  parents  mailer  ; 
and  in  Africa,  the  internal  ilates 
make  war  upon  one  another,  and  of 

courfc 
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courfe,  the  weak  become  Haves  to 
the  ftrong,  and  thofe  poor  creatures 
are  then  fold  to  European  fhips,  that 
trade  to  thofe  parts.  When  thefe 
(hips  arrive  a,t  fche  ftated  place,  they 
very  often;  fend  boats  up  the  rivers 
Gambia  and  Senegal,  and  under  the 
maikof  friendfhip,.  invite  the  poor 
unfufpe&ing  Africans  on  board, 
when,  inftead  of  being  treated  with 
the  hofpitality  they  exped,  they 
inftantly  find  themfeives  fecured  and 
placed  in  the  moil  confined  fituation 
you  can  imagine.  Humanity  fli ud- 
ders at  a  conduct  fa  treacherous,  and 
difgraceful  !  And  think,  what  muft 
be  the  feelings  of  the  haplefs  captive, 
torn  from  every  ^endearing  con- 
nection—' 
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nedion*— feparated  from  his  coun- 
try—and condemned  to  inceflant 
labour!  but,  my  dear  Charlotte,  it  is 
a  fubjecl:  that  pains  me  even  to  talk 
of,  and  as  it  is  an  evil  out  of  out 
power  to  remedy,  we  can  onry  la- 
ment the  necetfity  of  it ;  and  there* 
fore>  we  will  turn  our  reflection  to  a 
tfiorepleafingfubject,  and  think  of 
Jjke  bleflings  that  Providence  has 

r 

benevolently  bellowed  upon  us,  and 
receive  them  with  grateful  hearts. 
Yes.  mamma,  faid  Charlotte,  it  is  a 
'm'ockmg  thing  n<5t  to 'be. grateful* 
but  pray,  fpeaking  of  gratitude, 
what  have  you  ever  done  to  oblige 
Mr.  Howard  the  curate  fo  very  much, 

for  he  always  feems  to  think  you  have 

been 
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been  fo  uncommonly  kind  ?  your 
father  had  once  the  power  of  prov- 
ing his  friendfhip  for  Mr.  Howard, 
and  he  always  remembers  it,  but 
acts  of  kindnefs,  my  dear  Charlotte, 
fhould  never  be  talked  of ,  however, 
as  you  mention  that  worthy  man, 
if  you  have  any  inclination  for  a 
walk,  we  will  call  upon  him  this 
morning;  oh,  I  mall  like  it  of  all 
things,  mamma,  only  I  muft  juft  run 
dp  flairs  and  fetch  down  my  little 
Tnagnet,  for  Charles  Howard  was 
fo  pleafed  at  feeing  it  take  up  the 
fteel  hat  pins,  that  I  am  determined 
to  give  it  him  ;  indeed,  I  think  my- 
felf,  it  is  very  amufmg  :  the  magnet, 
continued  Mrs, Pennington,was  a  moft 

fortunate 
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1  fortunate  difcovery,  though  I  be- 
lieve I  explained  to  you  the  utility 
it  is  of  to  manners.  Yes,  mamma, 
I  remember  all  about  the  compafs, 
but  I  wonder  how  the  power  of  the 
load  ftone  was  firft  found  out. — Jhavc 
heard,  replied  Mrs.  Pennington,  that 
it  was  difcovered  by  a  fhepherd  ac- 
cidentally palling  over  fome  of  the 
ore,  and  having  nails  in  his  fhoes, 
they  were  attracted  by  it,  which  fq 
terrified  the  poor  fellow  that  he  left 
them  on  the  hill,  running  home, 
and  reprefenting  to  all  the  neigh- 
bours the  moil  tremendous  account 
of  what  had  befallen  him  ;  the  cir- 
cumftance  reached  the  ears  of  fome 
enquiring  mind,  and  by  degrees  the 

whole 
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whole   properties  of   the   loadflonc 
were  difcdverecl. 

As  they  were  walking,  1  think, 
faid  Mrs.  Pennington,  this  is 
the  firft  time  1  have  heard  the 
cuckoo,  and  its  note  feems  the  fore- 
runner of  the  feafo'fil  fb  rriuch  en- 
joy. If  I  was  King  of  England, 
faid  Chaflotte,  I  would  have  every 
Cuckoo  deftroyed,  "they  are  fuch  vile 
birds.  I  fuppofe,  faid  her  mamma, 
Charlotte,  yox;  are  provoked  at  their 
idlenefs,  &nd  e^afperated  at  what 
you  think  their  ^uelty,  at  lead  I 
indulged  thefe  ferifaticns  until  I  was 
told  by  a  natu'falifl:,  -that  the  cuckoo 
is  fo  formed  that  it  would  be  im- 

poflible 
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poflible  for  it  to  hatch  its  own 
young.  How  is  that,  mamma  ? 
Why,  my  dear,  the  ftomach  of  birds 
are  foft,  for  the  purpofe  of  fitting 
upon  the  eggs  ;  but  the  breaft-bone 
of  the  cuckoo  is  formed  fo  different, 
that  it  is  impoffible  for  her  to  fit 
upon  hers  ;  therefore,  you  know,  by 
a  wonderful  inflinctive  faculty,  (he 
always  watches  until  fome  other 
bird  has  formed  its  habitation,  and 
if  fhe  finds  eggs  already  in  it,  flic 
throws  them  out,  and  depofits  her 
own.  Well,  mamma,  faid  Char- 
lotte., is  not  that  wonderful  !  It  is, 
my  dear,  replied  Mrs.  Pennington  j 
but  you  will  find  a  thoufand  things 
in  nature,  that,  if  they  call  forth 
L  your 
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your  altoniChment,  at  the  fame  time 
mark  the  directing  hand  of  an  all- 
wiic  Providence. 

Much  fooner  than  Mrs.  Penn ing- 
ton  expected,  Ihe  received  a  letter 
from  Mrs.  Newton,  faying,  that  as 
fome  friends  of  hers  were  going  to 
Exeter,  (he  thought  it  would  be  a 
convenient  conveyance  for  Emily, 
and  therefore  Mrs.  Pennington 
might  expect  her  the  Monday  fol- 
lowing. She  was  convinced,  from 
Mrs.  Newton  never  mentioning  her 
behaviour,  that  me  had  conducted 
herfelf  unpleafmgly,  and  parti- 
cularly as  the  vifit  was  fo  much 
fhortened.  As  me  left  hsr  friends 

without 
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without  regret,  io  (he  met  them 
without  pleafure  ;  .and  (lie  had 
fcarcely  been  an  hour  at  home  be- 
fore it  was  vifible  her  pride  had  been 
augmented  by  the  fplendour  (lie  had 
lately  enjoyed.  The  houfe  was  pal- 
try, the  attendants  vulgar,  and  to  be 
obliged  to  ivalk  into  the  village 
would  be  mifery.  At  night,  when 
ihe  went  to  bed,  me  was  anxious  to 
unpack  her  box,  to  mew  Charlotte 
a  pair  of  pearl  ear-rings  her  aunt 
had  given.  When  Charlotte  had 
admired  them,  Betty,  who  was  in 
the  room,  faid,  will  you  give  me 
leave  to  look  at  them,  Mifs  Pen- 
nington  ?  You,  look  at  them  !  faid 
(he,  why,  you  ignorant  creature, 
L  a  you 
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you  don't  know  a  pearl  from  a 
pumpkin.  Not  quite  fo  ignorant 
as  that,  Mifs,  faid  Betty  ;  but  as  I 
really  do  not  know  what  pearls  are, 
I  ihall  be  glad  if  you  will  tell  me. 
They  are,  faid  Emily,  in  the  moft 
infulting  tone  of  voice,  ornaments 
proper  to  ^e  worn  by  people  in  my 
fituation ;  but  I  (hall  not  give  my- 
felf  the  trouble  to  explain  them  any 
further  to  a  creature  fo  much  be- 
neath me.  At  this  moment  Mrs. 
Pennington  entered  the  room,  hav- 
ing, from  an  adjoining  one,  over- 
heard the  preceding  converfation ; 
(he  inftantly  demanded  the  ear- 
rings, and  turning  to  Betty,  faid, 
thefe  baubles  (hall  never  more  be 

the 
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(he  occafion  of  your  being  treated 
with  a  degree  of  impertinence,  I  ana 
fhocked  at  having  heard  ;  and  then, 
addrefling  herfeif  to  Emily,  faicl,  1 
expect  you  firil  to  afk  Betty  par* 
don,  and  then  explain  where  pearls 
come  from.  She  did  the  firfh  in  an 
ungracious  manner,  but  when,  fhte 
was  again  defired  to  give  Betty  the 
information  me  wimed  for,  (lie  be- 
gant  hefitating,  pearls — pearls — oh, 
I  had  forgot—- pearls  are  dug  out  of 
the  earth.  Mrs.  Pennington  (hook 
her  head,  faying,  I  am.  mocked  at 
your  pride,  and  hurt  by  your  igno- 
rance. But  do  you,  my  dear  Char- 
lotte explain  it.  Pearls,  faid  Char- 
iotte*  looking  at  Betty  with  a  con/* 
L  3  defcend- 
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defcending  fweetnefs  of  countenance, 
are  taken  out  of oyfters  $  there  are  two 
feafons  in  the  year,  in  which  the  pearl 
fifhery  is  practifed,  the  one  in  March 
and  April,  and  the  other  in  Augutt 
and  September.  The  divers  go  out 
in  little  barks  before  fun-rife,  and 
when  they  arrive  at  the  rocks,  they 
lie  a  flat  ttone  round  their  waift,  and 
another  to  their  foot,  which  occa- 
jfion  them  foon  to  fink  ;  they  fatten 
a  large  net  round  their  necks  by  a 
long  cord,  which  is  fattened  to  the 
bark  ;  this  cord  is  to  pull  up  the 
diver  when  his  net  is  full,  or  he 
wants  air  ;  the  beft  divers  will  keep 
under  water  half  an  hour,  and  the 
rctt  a  quarter  j  when  they  return, 

they 
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they  lay  the  oyfters  into  a  number 
of  little  pits,  four  or  five  feet  fquare, 
and  cover  them  over  with  fand  ;  in 
this  ftate  they  continue  until  they 
open  and  the  oyfter  decays ;  the  rub- 
bifh  is  then  cleared  out,  and  the 
fand  carefully  fifted  to  feparate  it 
from  the  pearls.  Betty  thanked 
Charlotte  for  the  hiilory  ;  and  Mrs. 
Pennington,  taking  the  ear-rings  with 
her  wilhed  them  good  night. 

The  next  morning  ordering  the 
chariot,  me  drove  to  a  jeweller's  at 
Exeter,  and  difpofing  of  the  ear- 
rings (which  were  made  of  fmall 
pearls,  and  of  courfe  not  very  va- 
luable), with  the  money  (he  bought 
L  4  a  coarfe 
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a  coarfe  ftraw  hat,  black  (hoes,  and 
coloured  gown,  for  Emily,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  fum  (he  laid  out 
in  books.      Upon  her  return,    (he 
found  the   children  dreffmg  for  din- 
ner, and  ordering  Betty  feo  bring  up 
the  feat  of  the  chariot,-  fhe  faid,  it 
contains,  Emily >  cloathing  for  you. 
Emily   was  eager  to  fee  it   opened, 
but  when  the  contents  were  expofed, 
her  countenance  was   expreflive   of 
anger  and  difappointrnent.     Surely, 
mamma,   faid  fhe,   you  can    never 
jnean  a  daughter  of  your's  to  wear 
cloathing  only   fit  for  a^  cottager ! 
Indeed  but  I  do,  replied  Mrs.  Pen- 
nington ;   for  as  your  pride  was  in- 
creafed  by  ornaments,  I  hope  the 

plamaefs 
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plainnefs  of  your  apparel  will  teach 
you  humility  ;  and  if  this  leffon  has 
not  the  defired  effect,  depend  upon 
it>  Emily,  that  the  happinefs  of  our 
family  mall  not  be  deflroyed  by 
daily  witnefling  your  unamiable  con- 
duct; for  my  determination  is  fixed, 
and  I  am  refolved  to  fend  you  to 
School  far  diflant  from  us,  where, 
poilibly,  when  you  find  yo.urfelf  de- 
prived of  thofe  tender  indulgencies 
you  have  always  met  with  at  home, 
you  may  learn  to  prize  thofe  blefiings 
you  hitherto  have  fet  no  value  upon 
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STORY     VI II. 


A  S  Mr.  Lumleyand  his  Ton  Her- 
**  -*"  bcrt  were  feated  under  the 
branches  of  an  extending  oak,  to 
fcreen  themfelves  from  the  fcorching; 

o 

rays  of  a  noontide  fun,  they  overheard 
two  boys,  on  the  other  fide  the  hedge, 
converfing  very  warmly  upon  a  point 
they  differed  about — I  tell  you  what, 
Jack,  faid  one  to  the  other,  if  you 
do  not  take  my  advice,  and  carry  the 
purfe  to  the  crier,  that  we  may  find 
out  who  it  belongs  to,  though  you 

and 
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I  have  been  friends  thefe  four 
years,  I  will  never  have  any  thing  to 
fay  to  you  again  ;  for  you  might  as 
welljreala,  purfe,  as  keep  one  without 
enquiring  who  has  loft  it.  Why,  re- 
plied Jack,  I  never  heard  of  fuch  a 
fcrupulous  fellow  ;  is  not  what  I  find 
my  own  ?  and  I  am  fure  my  father  is 
poor  enough  ;  and  thefe  three  gui* 
neas  would  go  a  good  way  towards 
buying  him  another  cow,  to  make 
amends  for  ours  that  died  the  other 
day  ;  however,  you  have  preached 
fo  much  about  its  being  a  fin  and  a 
fhame,  Bob,  that  I  will  even  go  with 
you  to  the  criers,  and  let  the  money 
be  hanged  ;  for  I  would  not  do  a  BAD 
aftion  any  more  than  you,  though  I 

did 
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did  feel  tempted  to  keep  it  ;  that  is 
right  my  honeft  lad,  faid  Bob,,  giving 
him  at  the  fame  time  a  hearty  clap 
upon  the  moulder,  and  away  they 
both  ran.  . 

What  a  leiTbn,  my  dear  Herbert, 
faid  Mr.  Lumley  to  his  fofi,  might 
the  converfation  we  have  juft  over- 
heard teach  you*  yes,  papa,  faid  Her- 
bert, Bob  is  a  very  good  boy,  indeed, 
but  Jack,  you  heard  was  inclined  to 
keep  the  purfe  j  true,  replied  Mr. 
Lumley,  and  what  a  comfort  it  is 
for  him,  that  he  has  chofen  for  his 
friend,  a  boy  older  than  himfelf,  who 
is  able  to  advife  him ;  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  pofTeffing  fentiments  that 

might 
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might  do  honour  to  the  moft  exalted 
flat-ion  ;  and,  I  think,  this  a  good  op- 
portunity to  inforce  the  neceffity 
there  is  for  your  being  very  particu- 
lar, as  to  the  character  of  the  boy 
with  whom  you  enter  into  habits  of 
intimacy. 

I  am  not  appreheniive,  rny  dear 
fellow,  that  your  own  heart,  if  you 
followed  its  dictates,  would  lead  you 
into  error ;  but  with  fo  eafy,  and  at 
the  fame  time,  fo  attached  a  difpofi- 
tion,  as  yours,  it  you  were  unfortu- 
nately to  form  a  connection  with  a  boy 
of  an  unamiable  turn  of  mind,  I 
fhould  tremble  for  the  confequences, 
as  I  fear  he  might  lead  you  into  the 

road 
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Toad  of  vice,   before  you  were   aware 
that  you  were  verging  to  its  path. 

This  converfation  was  interrupted 
by  the  arrival  of  Mrs.  Lumley,  and 
her  daughter  Charlotte  ;  oh  !  Her- 
bert, faid  Charlotte,  we  have  got  a 
holy-day  to-day,  for  my  governeis 
has  juft  heard  that  her  filler  is  married 
and  the  young  ladies  are  going  to 
have  a  very  nice  entertainment,  but 
Ipreferred  coming  home,  for  though 
I  love  them  very  much,  I  love  you 
my  dear  brother  a  great  deal-better; 
and  belides,  I  wanted  to  tell  you 
fomething, 

. 

You 
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You  muft  know,  that  poor  }oe 
Turner,  our  gardener,  is  lately  dead 
with  the  fma'.l-pox,  and  has  left  a 
wife  and  five  fmall  children ;  the 
poor  creature  is  in  the  greateft  dif- 
trefs  imaginable,  for  they  have  for  2t 
long  time  been  very  unfortunate; 
their  children  have  all  been  fickly, 
and  Sufan  herfelf  fprained  her  wrift 
fobad,  that  fhe  was  unable  to  work; 
fo  my  govemefs  has  fet  a  fubfcrip* 
tion  on  foot  in  the  fchool,  and  we 
have  got  five  and  thirty  millings  fot 
her ;  and  upon  my  faying,  I  thought 
my  mamma  would  add  fomething 
to  it,  my  governefs  gave  me  the 
money,  and  defired,  that  if  my 
mamma  was  fo  kind  as  to  contri- 
bute 
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bute,  that  I  would  call  and  give  it 
the  poor  creature,  as  fhe  has  never 
had  the  fmall-pox,  and  does  not 
like  to  go  to  the  houfe.  Well,  faid 
Herbert,  taking  out  his  purfe,  let 
me  fee  how  much  I  can  give  the 
poor  foul,  oh,  I  can  very  well  fpare 
two  millings,  continued  he ;  but 
Jet  us  go  to  mamma,  and  teil  her  all 
about  it.  Mrs.  Lumiey  applauded 
the  benevolence  of  her  children., 
and  adding  five  (hillings  to  the  fum, 
gave  them  leave  to  carry  it  to 
Sufan  j  they  inftantly  flew  acrofs  the 
church-yard  to  the  cottage ;  they 
found  the  poor  creature  in  a  very 
reduced  fituation,  extreme  poverty 
was  depi&ed  in  the  appearance  cf 

herfelf 
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iierfelf,  and  children,   and  her  coun- 
tenance was  the  index  of  a  wounded 
heart  !    She  was  chopping  onions*  by 
way   of  thickening   water  gruel  for 
the     chiidrens   dinner,     when    they 
entered;  Suian,  laid  Charlotte,   how 
do  you  iind  yourfelf  ?  we  are  come 
to  bring    you    a  little  comfort,  oh., 
Mils,  replied  the   unhappy  woman, 
I  doubt  not,    comfort    and   I   have 
long  been  it  rangers,    ar?d  I   tear   we 
tfaall  never  be  friends  again;   do  not 
think  fo,  faid  Herbert  ;   though  we 
have  all  our  troubles  in  this  world  ; 
papa  often  tells  me;    but  you  know, 
Suian,  they  will  all  end    by  and  by; 
yes,  replied  Charlotte,   we  fliall  all 
1>e. happy,  you  know>  Sufan,  when  wfc 
M  go 
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go  to  heaven ;  but  there  is  fome- 
thing  to  make  you  comfortable  be- 
fore hand,  laid  me,  laying  down  the 
two  guineas  upon  the  table;  my 
gov.ernefs  raifed  it  by  fubfcription> 
and  my  mamma  added  five  millings 
to  it,  and  bid  me  tell  you  to  come  to 
dinner  every  Sunday.  Heaven  blefs 
you  !  my  dear  young  lady,  faid  the 
poor  woman,  and  reward  you  for 
your  goodnefs,  to  an  unfortunate 
widow,  whofe  prayers  will  ever  attend 
you  !  the  children  left  the  cottage, 
with  the  moft  delightful  fenfations  of 
fatisfa&ion,  from  having  been  in- 
flrumental  to  the  happinefs  of  a 
fellow  creature,  and  ran  eagerly 
home  to  impart  the  account  of  the 

fituation 
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fituation  they  found  the  poor  womgji 
iru 

My  dear  child ren,  faid  Mrs,  Lum- 
ley,  as  they  entered  the  room,  why 
have  you  ran  in  that  violent  manner  ? 
you  look  in  a  perfedt  fever  ;  indeed 
Charlotte,  faid  Mr,  JL/umley,  you 
•mud  not  pay  your  uncle  a  vifit  in 
India,  if -a  day  like  this  put  you  into 
fo  great  a  -neat.  Papa,  faid  Herbert., 
we  v/ill  (it  down  comfortably  and 
-cool  ourfelves,  if  you  will  have 
-the  goodnefs  to  tell  us  fomething 
about  Bengal ;  but  pray,  papa, 
firft  inform  me  why  it  is  called  In- 
<lia  ?  from  the  river  Indus,  replied 
Mr.  Lumley.  And  as  to  Bengal, 
Ma  k 
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it    is   fo     very    abundant,     that    it 
is  ftiled  the  ftore-houfe  of  the  Eaft- 
Indies  ;   the    produce    of   the     foil 
confifts   of    rice,  fugar-cane,    corn, 
fefamum,  fmall  mulberry,    and  other 
trees,  and  its  muflins,  callicos,    filks, 
falt-petre,  wax*   and  civit,  are  ex- 
ported to  every  part  of  the  worlds 
provifions  of    all    forts  are  in  vaft 
plgnty,  and  very  cheap  5  the   princi- 
pal Englrfh  factory   k   at  Calcutta, 
and  is  called  Fort  William  -,  a  moft 
melancholy    cataflrophe    happened 
there    in  the  year  1756,  when  one 
hundred  and   forty- five  Britiih   fub- 
jects   were  forced    into    a   confined 
prifon,    called    the    Black  Hole    of 
Calcutta, about  eighteen  feet  fquare, 

and 
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and  out  of  that  number,  only  twenty- 
three  came  out  alive,  the  reft  endured 
the  moil  agonizing  death  from  fuffo- 
cation. 

About  four  miles  from  Bombay 
(which  is  an  Engliih  fettlement)  is 
a  very  curious  ifland,  called  the  iiland 
of  Elephanta,  which  derives  its 
name  from  the  figure  of  an  Elephant, 
hewn  out  of  a  mafTy  (lone,  and  fo 
exada  reprefentation  of  that  animal 
is  it  that  you  would  take  it  for  a 
living  one  ;  as  you  afcend  a  hill,  you 
arrive  at  the  portal  of  a  cavarn  formed 
out  of  a  folid  rock,  the  entrance  of 
which  ftrikes  you  with  the  appear- 
ance of  a  magnificent  temple,  about 
M  3  nintj 
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ninty  feet  long  by  forty  broad  ;  at 
the  end  of  this  temple,  arc  three 
gigantic  figures, .  of  moft  excellent 
workmanfhip,  though  I  could  not 
find  that  they  had  any  relation  to 
any  part  of  hiftory  ;  but  upon  the 
whole,  this  place  is  vaftly  well  worth- 
feeing,  and  the  Englifli  often  make 
parties  and  fpend  the  day  there. 

I  mould  be  afraid,  papa,  faid  Her- 
bert, ever  to  go  out  upon  a  party  of 
pleafure,  if  I  Jived  in  the  Eaft-Indies* 
for  fear  of  the  tigers ;  for  do  not 
you  remember  Mr.  Howard  telling 
us  a  ftory  of  a  number  of  his  friends 
who  were  dining  under  a  tree,  and 
tbat  a  tiger  was  juft  going  to  make 
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a  fpring  at  a  lady,  who  luckly  had 
the  prefence  of  mind  to  unfurl  an 
umbrella  at  him,  the  furprife  of 
which,  fo  terrified  the  animal,  that 
he  walked  away ;  yes,  replied  Mr. 
Lumley,  I  recoiled:  the  ftorf,  but 
happily  people  who  refide  there,  do 
not  fuffer  their  minds  to  be  continu- 
ally dreading  an  evil  that  may  never 
happen.  Well,  papa,  continued 
Herbert,  but  the  heat  of  the  climate 
would  be  very  difagreeable  to  me  ; 
for  I  love  cold  weather  better  than 
hot,  and  I  would  rather  live  at 
Kamchatca  than  Bengal  ;  there  is 
no  accounting  for  tafle,  Herbert,, 
£iid  his  father,  but  I  think  if  you 
knew  what  boorifh  beings  the  poor 
M  4  in- 
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inhabitants  of  that  country  are,  you 
would  not  be  very  fond  of  aflbciating 
with  them.  Pray,  papa,  faid  Char- 
lotte, where  is  Kamchatca,  for  I 
never  recollect  hearing  any  thing 
about  it.  It  is,  replied  Mr.  Lum- 
ley,  fituated  in  the  north-eaft  ex- 
tremity of  Afia,  and  is  a  country 
but  little  known  ;  the  natives  of  it 
are  as  wild  as  the  country  itfelf; 
fome  of  them  have  no  habitation, 
but  wander  about  with  their  herds 
of  rein  deer,  and  form  temporary 
clwe^lngs  upon  the  banks  of  the 
rivers,  living  upon  fifh,  fea  ani- 
malt,  and  fuch  herbs  as  grow  upon 
the  faore  ;  their  huts  are  formed  by 
digging  a  hole  in  the  earth  about 

five 
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five  feet  deep,  the  breadth  and 
length  proportioned  to  the  number 
of  people  who  are  to  inhabit  it ;  in 
the  center  is  the  fire-place,  and  round 
the  fides  are  placed  benches,  on 
which  the  family  ileep,  and  the  walls 
are  adorned  with  mats  made  of 
grafs ;  they  are  dirty  in  their  per- 
fons  to  a  difgufting  degree  ;  their 
clothes  are  made  of  the  fkins  of 
deer,  dogs,  and  feveral  fea  and  land 
animals  ;  their  dogs  differ  very  little 
from  our  common  houfe  dog,  and 
in  travelling,  they  generally  yoke 
four  to  a  fledge ;  but  it  is  very  diffi- 
cult to  travel  in  thefe  fledges,  for 
unlefs  a  man  keeps  the  moft  exact 
balance  he  is  every  moment  fubject 

to 
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to  be  overturned,  for  the  roads  are 
very  rugged,  and  the  dogs  never 
flop  until  they  come  to  fome  houfe, 
or  are  entangled  by  fomething  on  the 
road.  If  a  florm  of  the  driven 
fnow  furprifes  them,  they  are  obliged 
to  feek  the  fhelter  of  fome  wood,  or 
dig  a  place  under  the  fnow,  or  hide 
themfelves  in  holes  of  the  earth,  co- 
vering themfelves  with  fkins. 

Before  the  arrival  of  the  Ruffians 
in  Kamchatca,  they  ufed  flones  and 
bones  inftead  of  metals  ;  of  thefe 
they  made  hatchets,  fpears,  arrows, 
needles,  and  lances ;  in  order  to 
kindle  a  fire  they  ufe  a  board  of  dry- 
wood  with  a  hole  in  it*  and  in  this. 

they 
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they  turn  a  flick  fo  rapidly,  that  it 
takes  fire,  and  for  tinder  they  fub- 
flitute  dried  grafs.  For  want  of 
proper  timber  and  plank  they  fome- 
times  make  their  boats  of  the  fkins 
of  fea  animals,  and  they  conveniently 
hold  two  people. 

The  hiilory  of  the  Kamchatdales 
was  interrupted  by  the  entrance,  of  a 
fervant,.  who  prefented  Mr.  Allen's 
compliments  to  Mr.  Lumley,  and 
fhould  be  happy  if  himfelf  and  fa- 
mily would  accompany  him  that  af- 
ternoon in  a  fifhing  party.  The  chil- 
dren intreated  their  father  to  accept 
the  invitation,  and  it  was  immedi- 
ately determined  that  the  carriage 

fhould 
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ihould  be  ordered  to  convey  them  to 
the  banks  of  the  river.  Herbert 
was  eager  in  collecting  the  fifhing- 
tackle,  and  in  lefs  than  an  hour 
from  the  time,  the  mefiage  arrived 
they  all  entered  the  coach  with  the 
higheft  expeftation  of  enjoying  good 
fport. 
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T  .O  R  Y      IX. 


next  .morning,  as  Mt 
Lumley  was  at  breakfaf\  a 
meiTage  was  delivered  from  Mr, 
Frampton,  requefting  half  an  hour's 
converfation  with  him.  I  will  wait 
'upon  him  immediately,  faid  Mr. 
Lumley,  and  finiming  his  cup  of  tea, 
inftantty  left  the  room  j  mamma, 
faid  Herbert,  what  was  the  reafon 
that  we  could  none  of  us  perfuade 
you  to  fi(h  yefterday?  becaufe,  re- 
plied Mrs,  Lumley^  k  is  an  amufe* 

went 
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ment   I  could  not  receive  fatisfaclion 
from,  for   I   can  never  feparate    the 
idea  of    the   pain,     the   poor  little 
victim  fuffers,  from   the  pleafure  I 
(hould  derive  from  the   fport  ;   but 
then,  mamma,  why  did  not  you  tell 
Mr.  Allen  fo,  when  he   preffed  you 
fo  earneftly    to  join  in  the  arnufe- 
mentj  why,  continued  Mrs.  Lum- 
ley,  had  I  given  Mr.  Allen  my  reafons, 
Herbert,    he    might    either      have 
1  thought  that  T  carried   my  humanity 
<  to  a  degree  of  affectation,  or,  that,  I 
'might  fuppofe,  that  by  his  enjoying 
•  the  amufement  fo  thorougly,  he  was 
•devoid  of  that   amiable    principal, 
"and  thefe  unpleafant  ideas  were  both 
Avoided  by  my  filenee ;    then  mam- 
ma 
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ma,  replied  Herbert,  you  think  fifli- 
ing  a  very  inhuman  employment ; 
no,  my  dear  boy,  inhuman,  is  much 
too  ftrong  a  term  ;  but  I  confefs 
that  I  have  fo  great  an  averfion  to 
the  giving  pain,  that  I  always  fhrink 
from  the  very  idea  of  it,  and  as  there 
are  fuch  a  variety  of  diverfions,  that 
can  never  call  forth  any  unpleafant 
fenfations,  I  would  wifh  you  to  make 
choice  of  thofe  in  prefer  ance ;  for 
any  amufement  that  tends  to  leffen 
the  feelings  of  humanity  in  a  young 
mind,  I  difapprove,  and  the  fame 
reafon  actuates  me  to  hope,  that  I 
ihall  never  fee  you  fond  of  courfing, 
for  the  purfuing  a  poor  little  timid 
creature,  with  power  fo  much  fu- 

perior 
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perior  to  its  own,  feems  to  me,  at 
once  barbarous,  and  cowardly ; 
however,  if  you  have  a  mind  to  be- 
come a  fox-hunter,  the  fame  objection 
does  not  exift,  for  they  are  voracious 
animals,  and  their  deflruclion  is  to 
be  wilhed  for ;  I  do  not  think  mam- 
ma, replied  Herbert,  I  mail  ever 
become  a  fox-hunter,  for  I  cannot 
help  feeling  in  a  fright,  when  I  am 
on  horfe-back  ;  that  is  for  want  of 
more  practice,  continued  Mrs. 
Lumley,  joined  to  your  having  had 
a  fall ;  but  you  muft  conquer  fuch 
a  ridiculous  fear,  or  you  would  be 
laughed  at ;  a  cowardly  girl,  is 
•a  filly  being,  but  a  cowardly  boy 
is  defficabk.  I  am  not  cowardly^ 

mamma 
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mamma,  faid  Herbert  eagerly,  with 
his  face  glowing  at  the  idea  of  being 
fufpected  of  fuch  a  weaknefs ;  and 
I  only  wilh  I  had  an  opportunity  of 
Jhewing  you  my  courage.  Well,  faid 
Charlotte,  who  had  hitherto  fat 
lilent,  I  know  that  I  am  excefiively 
terrified  at  the  fight  of  a  moufe. 
Terrified  at  the  fight  of  a  moufe' 
replied  her  mamma  5  never,  Char- 
lotte, let  me  again  hear  you  expofc 
yourfclf  by  fuch  an  cxpreffion  j 
thofe  ridiculous  alarms  are  always 
the  effect  of  folly  or  affectation,  and 
I  hope  you  will  be  ftiperior  to  both ; 
I  can't  tell  you  how  contemptibly 
an  idea  all  thofe  little  childifh  feara 
will  Qccafion  people  to  form  of  your 
N  under- 
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underftanding  ;  befides,  they  would 
become  a  continual  fource  of  un- 
eafmefs  to  yourfelf,  and  of  trouble 
to  thofe  about  you ;  but  all  thofe 
whims  I  mould  certainly  treat  as  a 
difeafe,  and  make  you  drink  valerian 
tea  by  way  of  ftrengthening  your 
nerves.  I  think,  mamma,  faid Char- 
lotte, to  avoid  fuch  a  remedy,  I 
fhould  foon  try  to  get  the  bjucr 
of  the  difeafe ;  and  I  aifare  you,  the 
next  moufe  I  fee  I  will  try  and  fland 
ilill,  and  look  at 'it,  initead  of  run- 
ning away.  Do  fo,  replied,  Mrs. 
Lumley,  and  in  time  I  (hall  expect 
to  fee  you  a  perfect  heroine. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Lumley  now  rejoined  the 
party,  but  with  a  gravity  of  counte* 
Hance  that  evinced  he  had  been  re- 
ceiving fome  unpleafant  information, 
I  am  fure,  {aid  Mrs.  Lumley,  ad- 
dreffing  him  with  folicitude,  fome- 
thing  has  happened  to  give  you 
uneaiiriefs.  Yes,  replied  Mr.  Lum- 
ley, and  I  am  doubly  pained  by  the 
idea,  as  I  know  it  will  occaflon  you 
much  concern  ;  for  could  you  have 
believed  that  Herbert  was  capable 
of  becoming  a  ftory- teller,  a  thief, 
and  a  deceiver  ! — Impoflible  !  ex- 
claimed Mrs.  Lumley ;  my  boy's 
heart  is  incapable  of  it  !  You  re- 
coiled, continued  Mr.  .  Lumley, 
about  a  month  ago,  hearing  that 
N  %  Mr. 
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Mr.  Lawrence's  cherry-ground  had 
been  robbed,  and  that  as  it  joined 
Mr.  Frampton's  garden,  his  boys 
were  fufpecled  ;  accordingly  they 
were  all  taxed  with  it,  and  were 
obliged  to  give  an  account  how  they 
were  employed  when  it  happened  ; 
for  Lawrence  was  in  the  garden  jufl 
before,  and  juft  after,  the  theft,  there- 
fore they  muft  have  watched  him 
very  narrowly,  and  Herbert  aflured 
his  mailer,  that  he  was  at  the  time 
playing  cricket,  but  it  is  now  drf- 
covered  that  he  was  one  of  the 
party. 

1  intreat,  however,  faid  Mrs,  Law- 
rence, that  you  will  allow  him  to 
endeavour 
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4 
endeavour  to  vindicate  his  conduct 

as  far  as  he  is  able. 

I  fhould  rejoice,  if  I  thought  he 
could  fay  any  thing  to  palliate  fuch 
an  offence,  replied  Mr.  Herbert; 
but  as  he  has  once  told 'an  untruth 
he  may,  perhaps,,  impofe  upon  us 
with  ibme  forged  tale. 

I  can  bear  any  thing,  papa,  faid 
Herbert,  but  your  thinking  me  capa 
ble  of  deceiving  you  and  my  mamma  ; 
and  though  I  own  \  have  been 
blamable,  I  hope,  when  I  have  told 
you  all,  you  will  not  think  me  fa 
very  guilty. 

N  3  I  flwll 
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I  (hall  rejoice  to  alter  my  prejent 
opinion,  continued  Mr.  Lumleyt 
therefore,  defire  that  you  will  give 
me  this  account,  but  mind  that  you 
do  not  in  the  flighted  degree,  deviate 
from  truth. 

Herbet  fupprefTed  his  tears,  and 
proceeded  ;  on  the  afternoon,  papa, 
that  Mr.  Lawrence's  cherry-tree  was 
robbed,  I  was  playing  at  cricket, 
when  George  Gorden  fent  a  boy  to 
fay  he  wanted  me  ;  when  I  came  to 
him  he  told  me,  that  there  was  a  very 
fine  cherry-tree  loaded  with  fruit,  in 
Mr.  Lawrence's  garden ;  and  that 
-by  Handing  on  our  pales,  we  might 
get  at  kaft  a  dozen  pounds  from  it, 

and 
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and  as  he  loved  me  better  than  any 
boy  in  the  fchool,  I  fhould  go 
halves  with  him,  if  t  would  Hand 
and  catch  the  fruit,  as  he  threw  it 
over  the  pales;  I  told  him,  I  would 
have  no  hand  in  it,  for  that  it  would 
be  an  abfolute  theft  ;  he  was  then 
very  angry,  and  vowed  he  would 
never  be  my  friend  again  ;  I  was 
grieved  at  this,  and  could  not  help 
crying  (for  I  love  him  dearly)  but 
ft  ill  I  would  not  join  in  the  plan> 
till  George  (aid,  well  Herbert,  I  am 
refolved  upon  having  the  cherries, 
and  as  you  will  not  receive  them  for 
me,  why  I  muft  go  and  g:t  a  balket, 
and  very  likely  when  I  am  attending 
to  that,  I  may  not  mind  where  I  fet 
N  4  my 
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my  foot,  and  fo  may  tumble  down 
and  break  my  limbs,  but  you  will 
not  mind  that;  for  I  am  fure  you  no 
longer  love  me,  or  you  would  not 
refufe  lb  trifling  a  requefl  as  holding 
a  few  cherries  for  me. 

I  could  not  bear?  papa,  to  think 
of  his  having  his.  limbs  broken,  or 
that  he  ihould  fuppofe  I  did  not  love 
him  ;  and  fo  I  did  catch  the  cherries, 
but  I  never  eat  one,  and  as  foon  as 
he  carne  down  I  went  to  cricket 
again,  and  fo  when  Mr.  Frampton 
enquired  how  I  had  been  fpending 
my  time,  it  was  no  untruth  to  fay, 
at  cricket. 

You 
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You  have  Herbert,  faid  Mr* 
Lumley,  taken  a  perfect  load  from 
ray  mind,  by  this  description  ;  yet 
I  mull  highly  difapprove  your  con- 
dud,  for  the  moment  George  Gor- 
den  perfuaded  you  to  act  contrary 
to  right,  that  moment  you  ought  to 
have  renounced  him  for  your  friend* 
True  friendfhip,  my  dear  boy,  is  a 
paffion  that  elevates  the  mind  ;  and 
the  boy  who  pofTefies  that  noble 
fenfation,  would  much  fconer  "com- 
mit a  fault  himfelf,  than  be  inftru- 
mental  to  his  friend's  doing  it.  I 
little  thought  yefterday  morning, 
that  the  converfation  we  overheard 

would   be  fo  applicable  to  my  fon ; 

• 

but  reflect  how  much  better  a  poor 

cottager 
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cottager  conducted  himfelf  than  you 
have  done ;  for  he  told  Jack,  that 
unlefs  he  immediately  endeavoured 
to  difcover  to  whom  the  purfe  be- 
longed, though  he  had  been  his 
friend  for  four  years,  yet  he  would 
never  fpeak  to  him  again.  How- 
ever, as  I  truft  the  impreflion  of 
this  leflbn  will  not  eafily  be  effaced 
from  your  mind,  I  (hall  drop  the 
fubject,  only  begging,  that  you  will 
wait  upon  Mr.  Frampton  imme- 
diately, and  repeat  the  account  I 
have  jufl  heard. 

No,    papa,     replied   Herbert,     I 
can't  obey  you  fo  far  j  I  would  rub- 
in',  t 
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mit  to  the   feverefl  punifhment  ra- 
ther than  do  it. 

Not  go  and  explain  the  circum- 
ftance  to  your  mafter  I  faid  Mr. 
Lumley,  in  aflonifhment ;  and  what 
fnay  be  your  motive,  pray,  Sir,  for 
.not  doing  it  ? 

Becaufe  I  think,  papa,  he  is  quite 
angry  enough  with  George  already, 
and  if  I  was  to  tell  the  whole  truth, 
he  would  be  much  more  fo  j  and 
though  he  was  very  wrong  about 
the  cherries,  he  is  in  general  a  very 
good  boy  j  and  I  am  fare  you  would 
defpife  me,  if,  to  fave  myfeif  from 

punilh- 
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punifhment,    I    could    expcfe     the 
"faults  of  my  friend. . 

Yon  are  very  right,  my  dear  fel- 
low, faid  Mr.  Lumley,  though  the 
thought  did  not  ftrike  me  when  I 
propofed  your  explaining  the  motive 
of  your  conduct  to  your  mailer ;  but 
ftill  I  muft  inforce  the  necefHty  there 
is  for  your  difccntinuing  a  habit  of 
'intimacy  with  George  Gordon,  for 
depend  upon  it,  that  boy  wants  prin- 
cipal ;  you  may  be  upon  terms  of 
civility  with  him  as  a  fchool-fellow, 
but  never,  my  dear  boy,  confider 
him  as  your  friend  ;  but  we  will 
'drop  the  fubject,  and  I  muft  tell 
you,  my  dear,  faid  Mr.  Lumley, 

addref&og 
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addreffing  his  lady,  that  I  have  juft 
received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Herbert, 
our  boy's  god-father,  intreating  us 
to  fpend  the  remaining  part  of  the 
fummer  at  Mucrufs-Houfe.  Oh, 
papa,  faid  Charlotte,  what  delight 
that  would  be,  for  I  have  heard  you 
fay,  'tis  a  beautiful  place ;  it  is 
certainly,  replied  her  father,  one  of 
|he  fweetefl  fpots  in  nature,  and  as 
you  have  a  tafte  for  drawing,  Char- 
lotte, you  might  there  indulge  it 
with  advantages  that  you  could  re- 
ceive in  no  other  part  of  Ireland  : 
you  have  a  moft  charming  view  of 
the  Lake  of  Killarney,  and  the 
Mountain  of  Mangerton,  and  the 
grandeur  and  magnificence  of  the 

fcene, 
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fcene,  is  more  finking  than  I  can 
defcribe.  In  one  part,  you  will  fee 
the  gay  verdure,  blended  with  fear- 
let  fruit,  and  fnowy  bloffoms,  which 
are  the  well  known  properties  of  the 
arbutas ;  tin-;!  in  other  places,  you 
would  behold  the  rryjil  elegant  va- 
riety cf  brown  and  yellow  tints  from 
other  kinds  cf  trees  and  (hrubs,  and 
all  thefe  are  intermixed  with  rock 
work  j  in  fhort,  the  whole  forms 
a  fcene  to  captivate  the  mind  ,  you 
would  likewife  fee  the  iron-works 
and  copper-mines,  both  of  which 
are  at  a  very  fmall  diflance  from  the 
feat  of  my  friend  And  will  you 
Papa,  faid  Herbert,  accept  my  god- 
father's invitation  ?  If  your  mother 

has 
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has  no  objeftion,  replied  Mr.  Lunv* 
ley,  to  the  propofal,  I  allure  you  I 
have  none,  but  if  we  vlfit  that  coun- 
try, I  (hould  wifh  to  fee  as  large  a 
part  of  it  as  my  time  will  allow ; 
therefore,  we  cannot  begin  our 
journey  with  engernefs.  I  have 
many  things  that  require  my  atten- 
tion at  home  before  1  could  leave  it 
fcr  a  long  period.  Well,  but  furely 
papa,  you  can  compleat  every  thing 
in  a  week,  faid  Charlotte,  for  I  am 
fo  delighted  at  the  thoughts  of  going 
that  I  don't  bel'eve  I  mail  ileep  a 
wink  until  the  time  arrives.  At  the 
expiration  of  the  time  Charlotte 
named,  Mr.  Lumley  had  fettled  all 
his  domeftic  concerns,  and  the  fa* 

mily 
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mily  all  reached  Holy  head,  in  high, 
health  and  fpirits,  where  we  fhall 
leave  them  to  embark  for  Ireland. 
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STORY 


winter's  eveaing,  when  my 
four  little  friends  and  myfeif 
had  formed  a  *  comfortable  .circle 
round  the  fire  ;  do,  faid  the  children, 
have  the  goodnefs.  to  tell  us  a  floiy 
this  evening  ;  indeed,  I  replied,  J 
believe  you  have  exhaufled  my  whole 
flock,  I  pofitively  cannot  recollect 
one  ;  oh,  replied  the  eldeft,  you 
promifed  to  inform  me  how  you 
became  acquainted  with  Mrs. 
Pemberton,  who  you  have  fo  great 
O  a  regard 
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a  regard  for,  as  you  faid  it  was  a  fin- 
gular  circumftance  ;  you  are  to  know 
then,  I  continued,  that  one  fummer 
I  hired  a  little  cottage  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Windfor,  and  one  morn- 
ing as  I  rambled  along  the  banks  of 
the  Thames,  T  obferved  a  lady  fit- 
ting with  two  lovely  children;  there 
was  a  fweetnefs  in  the  tone  of  her 
voice  as  (he  addrefled  them,  that 
-quite  captivated  me ;  and  I  walked 
-on,  wondering  who  the  interefting 
group  were  j  and  meeting  my  friend, 
Mrs.  Onflow,  I  defcribed  them  with 
the  idea  that  me  could  give  me  the 
information  I  was  anxious  to  obtain ; 
it  is,  me  replied,  Mrs.  Pemberton, 
for  I  have  juft  pafled  her ;  and  who 

is 


RECREATIONS.        195 

is  Mrs.  Pemberton  ?  I  continued,  for 
1  am  not  apt  to  be  caught  by  out- 
ward appearance,  but  I  never  felt  fo 
ilrong  a  defire  to  form  an  acquaint- 
ance with  a  flranger ;  fhe  is.,  con- 
tinued Mrs.  Onflow,  the  wife  of  an 
officer  whofe  regiment  is  quartered 
at  Windfor,  b*it  I  do  not  think  you 
have  much  probability  of  forming  a.n 
intimacy  with  her,  for  Ihe  is  of  a 
very  domeftic  turn,  and  devotes  the 
chief  of  her  time  to  the  education  of 
Sier  children  ;  and  alfo  feems  rather 
-averfe  to  forming  new  acquaintances, 
-which  I  lament,  for  her  manners  are 
fo  very  pleafmg,  that  every  body 
to  know  more  of  her, 

O  4  When 
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When  I  got  home  I  was  puzzling 
to  think  of  fome  fcheme  to  get  in- 
troduced to  this  lady,  when  a  me- 
lancholy event  brought  about  the 
wifhed  for  circumflance,  for  my  fer- 
vant  entered  and  told  me  a  mod 
{hocking  circurnftance.  had  happened 
to  a  poor  woman  near  us— John 
Miles,  madam,  laid  tfhe,  ..the  poor 
man  who  lives  ju£  by,  where  'fquire 
Barnet  is  building  his  new  houfe, 
went  about  half  an  hour  ago,  to  the 
.pond,  to  water  one  of  the  '  fquire 's 
horfes  ;  when  not  knowing  there  was 

&  hole  in  the  middle  of  it,   ventured 

• 

to  the  fpot,  the  animal  mak- 
ing a  falfe  ilep,  threw  his  rider  into 
the  hole  3  the  dreadful  fliriek,  the 

poor 
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poor  fellow  gave,  the  momfcnt :  lies 
faw  his  danger,  reached  the  ears  of; 
his  wife,  and  flying  to  the  fpoty  fhe> 
juft  faw  the  head  of  her  hufband< 
rifing  above  the  water  ;  poor  foul ! 
fhe  fnatched  up  a  long  pole,  and 
running  with  it  into  the  pond,* 
threw  one  end  to  the  fpot  where  h# 
was,  and  kept  the  other  in  her  hand, 
but  oh, madam!  think  what  the  poor- 
creature  mud  have  felt,  when  fh.e> 
faw  him  juft  in  the  aft  of  grafping 
at  the  pole,  fink,  and  rife  no  more  J« 
the  artlefs  manner  in  which  my, 
fervant  told  the  ftoiy,-  and  the  affect-' 
ing  circumftance  inftantly  drew  forth 
tears  of  companion.; '  but  rqflefting 
a  moment,  that  by .haftening  to  thd 
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fpot,  I  might,  perhaps,  afford  fome" 
relief  to  the  fufferer;  I  told  Nanny  to' 
conduft  me  inftantly  to  the  cottage 
(he  had  defcribed. 

The  poor  man  had  been  takea 
eut  of  the  water  about  ten  minutes 
and  was  apparently  lifelefs ;  the  wife* 
•was  hanging  over  the  body  in  fpeech- 
lefs  agony  !  whilfl  a  lovely  little  boy, 
of  two  years  old,  was  pulling  the  flap 
of  his  father's  coat ;  and  faying 
naughty  daddy,  not  to  open  his  eyes, 
and  look  at  poor  mammy  !  this 
diftrefTmg  fcene,  for  a  ihort  fpace  of 
time,  fo  wholly  ingroffed  my  at- 
tention, that  I  had  not  obferved 
Mrs.  Pemberton^  who  I  now  faw 
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bufily  employed  in  fpreading  warm 
afhes  upon  a  bed  in  one  corner  of  the 
room ;  I    inflantly   joined     in   the 
office,   and  fending    the  neighbours 
who  were  now  flocking  into  the  room, 
to  fetch  afhes  from   their  refpecUve- 
fires,  we  inftantly  undrefTed  the  poor 
foul,  and  covering  the    body  with 
the  ames,  and  making  a  free  circu- 
lation   of    air,   by    preventing    the 
people  from    crowding    round    the 
bed,    in  lefs  then   a    quarter   of  an 
hour  we   had    the   delightful    fat  if-- 
faction  of  perceiving  the  breaft  heave 
with  a  fort   of  convulfive  motion  ; 
and,  before  fix  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
the  happy  wife  had    the  felicity  of 
feeing  her  hufband  reftored.  to    her 
O  ,$>.  aiFe&ionate 
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affectionate  arms  ;  to  defcribe  the 
joy  and  gratitude  of  this  worthy 
woman  would  require  an  abler  pen 
than  mine  ;  it  was  every  thing  that 
can  be  conceived  by  hearts,  as  fenfi- 
ble  ofkindnefs  as  her  own,  and  we 
kft  this  worthy  pair  with  a  fenfatiou 
of  delight  never  to  be  forgotten. 

As  we  were  returning  home,  I 
eould  not  refift  the  inclination  I  felt 
to  improve  the  opportunity  chance 
had  given  me  of  forming  a  farther 
acquaintance  with  Mrs.  Pembertona 
I  therefore  told  her,  that  circum- 
ftances  like  ihofe  we  had  juft  wit-* 
nefled,  brought  on  an  acquaintance 
between  people  of  a  very  different 
,.  ,  nature,. 
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nature,  to  thofe  produced  by  acci- 
dental meetings,  in  crowded  circles  ; 
and  that  if  fhe  would  abolifh  ceri- 
mony,  and  take  her  tea  with  me  that 
afternoon,  it  would  afford  me  a 
lively  fenfation  of  pleafure,  (he 
allured  me,  that  (lie  was  that  moment; 
going,  to  make  me  the  fame  requefl ; 
and  that  fhe  trufted  I  would  comply, 
with  it,  when  fhe  told  me  that  fome 
family  occurrences  had  obliged  Mr. 
Pemberton  to  be  abfent  from  hi$ 
regiment  for  fome  time,  and  that 
flie  had  left  her  children  to  the  care 
of  fervants,  which  was  an  unufual 
thing  with  her,  as  they  were  con-^ 
ftantly  either  with  their  father,  of 
herfelf  j  I  accordingly  agreed  to ^  the 

propofal, 
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propofal,,  and  from  that  day  entered 
into  a  habit  of  ftrid  intimacy  with 
Mrs.  Pemberton,.  which,  I  truft,  wil£ 
terminate  but  with  my  exiftance. 

Upon  our  entering  the  houfe,  the 
children  flew  to  embrace  their 
mother,  whiift  ihe  received  and 
returned  their  carefles  with  the  mod 
maternal  tendernefs.  Eliza  and 
Caroline,  eagerly  enquired  where  me 
had  been  ?  and  upon  her  defcribing 
the  fcene  me  had  witnefTed,  their 
eyes  overflowed  with  fenfToility  ^ 
when  taking  Eliza  by  the  hand,  my 
dear  girl,  faid  fhe,  I  am  much  pleafed 
with  this  tendernefs  of  your  difpofi- 
tion,  but  always  let  your  feelings  lead 

you 
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you  to  endeavour  to  remove,  or 
tefTen,  the  affliction  of  your  fellow 
creatures  ;  for  your  fympathy,  unlefs 
guided  by  that  motive,  would  render 
you  a  ufelefs  member  of  that  fociety, 
you  might,  by  an  active  degree  of 
benevolence,  become  an  ornament 
to  ;  for,  faid  me,  fuppofe  upon  my 
hearing  the  accident  that  had  befal- 
len John  Miles,,  I  had  fat  down  and 
wept  over  the  fufferings  of  his  wife  j 
Row  different  would  my  fenfations 
have  been  to  what  they  are  at  this 
moment  ;  but  the  inftant  I  was  ac- 
quainted with  the  circumflance, 
I  recollected  having  read  an  account 
of  aflies  having  been  ufed  with  great 
utility  in  fimilar  cafes  -,  and  you 

know 
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know  how  happily  I  have  fucceeded  ; 
and  had  I  not,  Ifhould  have  had  the 
latisfaclion  of  knowing  that  I  had 
made  the  attempt,  to  be  ufeful ! 

But  my  dear  Caroline,  faid  Mrs. 
Pemberton,  looking  at  the  child, 
who  was  putting  a  fmall  box  into 
her  pocket,  what  can  you  have  got 
there  ?  which,  if  I  may  judge  by 
your  countenance  you  did  not  wim 
me  to  obferve :  a  little  degree  of 
ernbarraiiment  was  vifible  in  both 
the  children  ;  come,  faid  her  mother, 
(hew  it  me  my  love,  fureiy  you  are 
not  going  to  prove  to  me  Caroline, 
that  you  no  longer  confider  me  as, 
your  friend  !  and  confidence  is  the/cz/;/- 

dation 
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dation  of  friend/hip  ! — oh,  mamma, 
faid  Caroline,  I  cannot  bear  that  you 
fhould  talk  to  me  fo  !  but  fome  how, 
I  do  not  like  to  fhew  you  this  box, 
becaufe,  mamma,  though  we  did  not 
mean  to  do  wrong,  fpmething  tells 
me,  we  have  not  done  right,  and  I 

fear  nlfo,  giving  you  pain.    Thispre- 

> 

hide  to  the  delivering  up  the  box, 
called  forth  a  thouiand  apprehenfions 
in  the  bread  of  Mrs.  Pemberton, 
and  defiring  Caroline,  not  to  keep 
her  any  longer  in  fufpence,  the  child 
opened  it,  and  emptying  its  contents 
on  the  table,  difcovered  feveral  mails 
with  their  heads  cut  off.  Surely,  faid 
Mrs.  Pcmberton,  turning  from  the 
poor  reptiles,  fuch  a  barbarous  em- 
ployment 
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ployment  as  this,  can  never  have 
been  the  amufement  of  children, 
whofe  hearts  I  believed  fufceptible 
of  every  humane  impreffion  ! 

Explain  to  me  Eliza,  the  motive 
that  could  acluate  fuch  an  unheard 
of  piece  of  cruelty  ?  Eliza  now  ap- 
proached her  mother,  and  with  the 
utmofl  timidity  of  countenance  at- 
tempted to  take  the  hand  of  Mrs. 
Pemberton,  which  me  inftantly 
withdrew,  defiring  to  be  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  caufe  of  the 
painful  fcene  (he  had  before  her. 

The  children  were  fo  thoroughly 
diftrefled  by  the  difpleafure  vifible 

in 
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in  their  mother's  countenance  and 
manner,  that  they  inftantly  fell  on 
their  knees  before  her,  and  befought 
lier  to  look  at  them  as  $ie  ufed  to 
do.  We  will  bear  any  punifhment, 
mamma,  faid  they,  you  think  we 
'deferve,  withcmt  repining,  if  yom 
will  but  let  us  think  we  have  not  loft 
your  affection  !  Indeed,  my  dear, 
dear  mamma,  faid  Caroline,  we  (haH 
certainly  die  if  you  continue  to  look 
at  $s  with  fuch  averfion. 

No,  Caroline,  faid  Mrs.  Pember- 
ion,  you  would  not  die ;  but  as  I 
believe  you  are  very  forry  for  having 
difpleafed  me,  I  wifli  you  immedi- 
ately to  endeavour  to  exculpate 

yourfelves 
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yourfelves  as  far  as  you  are  able  ;  T 
therefore  again  deilre  an  explana-v 
tion.  ,: 

Why,  mamma)  the  other  after- 
noon, when  Mifs  Melford  was  here, 
we  armifed  her  by  repeating  fome  of 
the  hiilories  of  living  animals,,  thai 
you  have  fo  often  told  us;  and  we 
"informed  her,  that  when  on*  papa 
was  in  America,  he  was  purfued  by  a 
black  fnake,  and  that  after  running 
at  leaft  two  miles  he  was  at  laft  over- 
"taken  by  it ;  that  the" '  creafure 
"twirled  irfelf  round  his  body,.:but 
that  having  one  arm  at  liberty, 
he  had  taken  a  knife  out  of  his 
pocket  and  cut  off  its  head,  though 

not 
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not  until  it  had  given  him  a  fevcrc 
bite,  but  that  it  very  foon  healed 
again.  Oh  !  faid  Mifs  Melford,  cut-> 
ting  off  the  creatures  head,  would 
do  it  no  injury,  another  would  very 
foon  grow ;  another  head  grow ! 
faid  I,  in  aflonifhrnent ;  yes,  replied 
Mifs  Melford,  I  know  it  is  either 
fnakes,  or  fnails,  whofe  heads  grow 
after  they  are  cut  off,  but  now  I 
think  of  it,  I  believe  it  is  the  latter; 
and  I  am  determined  to  try  the  ex- 
periment ;  it  will  be  a  very  cruel 
one,  I  replied ;  not  at  all,  faid 
Mifs  Melford,  for  the  head  is  con- 
netted  to  the  body  by  a  membrane 
as  free  from  fenfibility  as  our  nails, 
and  this  I  was  told  by  a  geatlenoaa 
P  who 
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who  I  can  depend  upon.  Hearing 
this  mamma,  we  went  into  the  gar- 
den, as  foon  as  you  went  out  this 
afternoon,  and  collected  the  poor 
creatures  whofe  appearances  (hocked 
you  fo  much  ;  and,  though  we  be- 
lieved what  Mifs  Melford  told  us, 
}*et  we  felt  a  very  painful  fenfation, 
when  we  feparated  the  head  of  the 
firfl,  and  put  our  ear  clofe  to  it,  to 
hear  if  it  made  any  noife,  or  expref- 
five  of  pain  ;  but  finding  it  did  not, 
we  believed  we  might  purfue  the  em- 
ployment, and  were  juft  come  in, 
when  you  arrived. 

I  am  delighted,  my  dear  children, 
laid  Mrs.  Pemberton,  taking  a  hand 

of 


EVENING    RECREATIONS..       211 

of  each,  to  find  you  have  not  been 
fo  very  blameable  as  I  at  firfl  appre- 
hended ;  but  reft  afTured,  that  the 
poor  fnails  have  fufFerecl  the  fevereft 
torture,  and  that  the  whole  of  the 
circumflances  are  untrue ;  in  the 
firfl  inftance,  the  flory  of  the  head 
growing  again,  is  a  fabulous  idea, 
as  has  been  proved  by  the  experience 
-of  thofe  who  have  repeatedly  made 
•the  trial,  though  hundreds  of  thefe 
poor  reptiles  lives  have  fallen  a  facfi- 
fice  to  it.  But  a  gentleman  who  was 
determined  to  difcover  whence  the 
jdea  aroie,  obferved,  that  by  cut- 
ting off  the  heads  of  thefe  poor  crea- 
tures with  a  blunt  inflrument,  which 
-was  drawn  rather  flowly  alongv  the 
P  2  fiifferejt 
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fufferer  had  time  to  contract,  or 
withdraw  their  heads  3  fo  that  only 
the  ikin  with  a  fmall  part  of  the 
head  was  cut  off.  However,  thus 
much  has  been  proved,  that  fnails 
will  live  a  confiderable  time,  after 
their  heads  are  feparated  from  their 
bodies. 

But,  my  dear  children,  I  am  per- 
fhaded  that  when  you  have  heard 
this  flory,  you  thought  the  experi- 
ment would  not  meet  with  my  ap- 
probation, or  you  would  have  ac- 
quainted me  with  it ;  but,  however, 
we  will  drop  a  fubject  that  has  occa- 
fioned  us  all  fo  much  uneafmefs; 
you,  from  having  fuffered  mydif- 

pleafure. 
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pleafure,  and  me,  from  thinking  that 
my  beloved  girls  were  capable  of  an 
act  of  cruelty.  And  as  you  are  fond, 
of  experiments,  I  underfland  there 
is  a  boy  at  Windfor,  at  this  time, 
who  has  the  wonderful  faculty  of  dif* 
covering  water  under  ground ;  there- 
fore, to-morrow  morning,  we  will 
contrive  fome  excufe  to  bring  him 
into  the  garden  to  fatisfy  ourfelves 
of  the  truth  of  the  report, 

The  next  morning,  Mrs.  Pember- 
ton,  defired  the  gardener  to  dig  a 
large  hole  two  feet  deep,  into  which 
he  was  to  put  a  large  earthen  pan 
filled  with  water,  and  covered  over 
with  another ;  the  grafs  was  then 
P  3  laid 
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laid  down  again  over  the  part,  and 
the  boy,  as  by  chance,  was  invited 
to  walk  in  the  garden,  Mrs.  Pember- 
ton,  for  fome  time,  led  him  from 
the  fpot,  but  returning  by  another 
way,  palTed  over  the  ground  where 
the  water  was  funk.  The  boy  was- 
walking  carelefsly  with  his  hands  in 
his  pockets,  -when  coming  to  the 
fpot,  he  ftamped  his  foot  and  faid, 
"  Here  is  water,  but  it  does  not 
run."  My  aftonifhment  was  not  to 
be  exprefTed,  which  was  heightened 
by  obferving,  he  was  in  other  refpects 
very  illiterate.  He  was  a  Portuguefe, 
and  his  father  pofTefled  the  fame 
wonderful  faculty. 

At 
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.  At  this  moment  a  fervant  entered 
wi  th  the  tea  equipage ,  and  a  fmall  table 
and  tea  things  upon  it,  was  brought 
in  for  the  children  ;  Caroline,  who 
was  rather  inclined  to  be  in  a  buille, 
ran  up  to  it,  and  in  fo  doing,  over- 
turned the  jug  of  milk.  Indeed  Ca- 
roline, faid  Mrs.  Pemberton,  I  be- 
lieve I  muft  fend  you  to  Japan,  to  be 
taught  to  make  tea  gracefully ;  to 
Japan,  mamma,  faid  Caroline  !  Yes, 
faid  Mrs.  Pemberton,  the  children 
are  there  taught  it  as  an  accom- 
plimment,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
Europeans  are  dancing,  &c.  Pray 
mamma,  faid  Eliza,  does  the  tea 
grow  on  a  tree,  or  a  fhrub  ?  and 
where  does  it  flourish  moft  ?  It  is 

a  fhrub, 
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a  fhrub,  replied  Mrs.  Pemberton, 
which  in  about  feven  years,  grows  to 
the  height  of  a  man,  it  is  then  cut 
down,  which  occalions  an  exube- 
rance of  frefh  leaves  and  (hoots  $  it 
is  chiefly  cultivated  in  China  and 
Japan,  it  delights  particularly  in  val- 
lies,  on  the  declivities  of  hills,  or 
upon  the  banks  of  rivers  where  it 
enjoys  a  fouthern  afpecl.  There  is 
great  care  required  in  gathering  the 
leaves,  which  are  all  pulled  one  by 
one,  from  the  flalk ;  public  build- 
ings are  erected  for  the  purpofe  of 
drying  them,  and  thefe  buildings 
contain  from  ten  to  twenty  fmall 
furnaces,  about  three  feet  high,  each 
having  at  the  top,  a  large  fLt  iron 

pan, 
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pan,  bent  up  a  little  on  that  fide 
which  is  over  the  mouth  of  the  fur- 
nace, which  prevents  the  leaves  fall- 
ing off.  There  is  alfo  a  long  low 
table,  covered  with  mats,  on  which 
the  leaves  are  laid.,  and  rolled  by 
workmen,  who  fit  round  it  This 
procefs  is  repeated  two  or  three 
times,  that  the  moifture  of  the  leaves 
may  be  thoroughly  diffipated,  and 
they  curl  more  thoroughly  preferred. . 

Pray  mamma,  faid  Eliza,  is  Japan 
near  thofe  famous  cities  that  were  de- 
ftroyed  by  the  eruption  of  Mount 
Vefuvius  ?  My  dear  foul,  faid  Mrs- 
Pemberton,  you  make  me  blufh  by 
cxpofing  your  ignorance  of  Geogra- 
phy : 
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f>hy  :  Japan,  is  a  large  empire  in  the 
mofl  eaftern  part  of  Afia,  confiiling 
of  feveral-  iflands  ;  the  principal  of 
tvhich  is  Japan,  and  gives  the  name 
to  the  reft.  And  Herculaneum  and 
Pompeii  are  not  far  diftant  from 
Naples/  a  kingdom  in  the  fouth  of 
Italy.  And  what  had  you  told  my 
lifter  about  Herculaneum  ?  faid  Ca- 
roline, for  I  never  heard  a  word  of  it. 
That  is  your  own  fault,  replied  Mrs. 
Pemberton,  for  you  certainly  were 
in  the  room  ;  but  you  were  fo  atten- 
tive to  the  account  of  the  luminous 
infects  made  ufe  of  by  the  Indians, 
before  the  difcovery  of  candles,  that 
you  did  not  regard  what  I  was  faying. 
I  told  your  fiftcr,  my  dear  .Caroline^ 

that 
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that  when  I  was  at  Italy,  I  viiited 
thofe  two  wonderful  monuments  of 
the  deftructive  power  of  that  liquid 
fire,  called  Lava  ;  under  the  torrent 
of  which  was  buried  thefe  once  flou-< 
rifhing  cities.  The  modern  difco- 
v^ryvof  which,  was  made  by  the  fink- 
ing of  a  well  in  the  year  1 706.  I  was 
prefent  at  the  digging  up  of  feveral 
human  fkeletons  that  were  adorned 
with  gold-rings,  ear-rings,  and  brace- 
lets. The  buildings  are  all  in  wonder- 
ful prefervation,  and  the  theatre  is  in 
a  beautiful  ftile  of  architecture. 

Near  the  theatre  is  a  temple,  fup- 

pofed  to  be  dedicated  to  Hercules, 

the  walls  of  which  are  covered  with 

paintings,  done  in  a  fuperior  ftile  of 

excellence. 
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excellence.  How  fortunate  it  is  for 
us  mamma,  faid  Eiiza,  that  we  do 
not  live  in  a  country  fubject  to  fuch 
dreadful  accidents.  Yes,  my  dear 
girl,  replied  Mrs.  Pemberton,  it  is 
fo,  for  we  doubtlefs  enjoy  more  real 
bleffings  and  fewer  inconveniences  in 
this  happy  iiland,  than  in  any  other 
part  of  the  globe.  At  this  moment, 
my  fervant  arrived,  to  fay  that  I  was 
particularly  wanted  at  home,  I  there- 
fore reluctantly  took  my  leave  of  this 
amiable  family,  but  my  dear  chil- 
dren, as  I  have  informed  you  how  I 
became  acquainted  with  Mrs.  Pem- 
berton, 1  may  poffibly  for  the  amufe- 
ment  of  fome  future  evening,  give  you 
a  farther  account  of  her  children. 

FINIS, 


